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Divine Meditations 
UPON 
PREDESTINATION, 
and its Adjundts: 


Wherein are ſhewed the 


\ 
: 
3 
I comfortable uſes of this 
- 
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Doctrine. 


To which are annexed ſixteen 
Meditations upon Gods Ju- 
tice and Mercy. 
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The Ri he Hons 
and « xy Lady, 


FRANCES 
| Counteſs of Rytland, 


 wifetothe Right Honorable 
| JonN _—_ of Ret- 


Noble Lady, 
I YORS you have been plea- 


Ao 2 permitting me to 
| 24% with admiration _ » 
rare ſtrutture and 9 


brick of that ff wll Air 
of 


The Epiſtle 
of your Vertues, ſo give me | 
leave to paſſe throngh this, into 
your temple of Honor and there, 
at the ſhrine of your perfetions, 
to lay this ( enturie of Divine 
Meditations; a ſacrifice , 1 
know , more acceptable to you 
then whole Hecatombes of fat 
beaſts, or the ſmoake of Sabean 
mncenſe. Your noble Progenitors 
have devolved upon you many 
naturall endowments, whereby 
you out-ſtrip moſt of your own 
ſex : but grace bath gifted you 
with cleerneſſe and perſpicuitie 
of judgement in the myſteries of 
SE 


Dedicatory. 
eculative Divinitie, even be- 
ond many who think themſelves 
learned Clerks of our ſex. Ma- 
dam, though you are every Way 
bonourable, Jet nothing doth ſo 
much enoble you, as your zeale 
to Religion, and love to learned 
men:When your beautie,wealth, 
outward honours and pleaſures 
[hall determine in death, even 
then Religion and Learning Will 
beautifie and inrich your ſoul, 
and immortalize your name. The 
higheſt pitch of my ambition in 
this and the former Dedication, 
is only to ſhew my gratitude to 
Jour 


__— + a 
" — ——— —— 
- 


|  —— 
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The Fpiftle, &c. 


; your bonourable Huzband, and 


your Self, though im ſmall mites, 
compared to your noble favours ; 
and Withall, to ſet forth the 
luſtre of your own knowledge in 
theſe points which ſtill perplex 
the mindes of many Chriſtians. 
The Father of Mercies crowne 
you both, and your hopefull Tſſue, 
With the bleſSmgs of both hands 
here, and of Eternitie hereafter. 
This is, and ſtill ſhall be, the 


prayer of 


Your Honours deyo- 
red Servant, 


Aexander Roſs. 
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I Have peruſed theſe divine and leav- 

ned Meditations on Gods Prede- 
i ol and HMercie; and, 
Judging them to be pious and profita- 
ble, 1 allow them to be printed and pub- 


liſhed. 
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DIVINE 


[MEDITATIONS 


UPON 
PREDESTINATION,. 
and its Adjunas. . 


| I. 
- Finde that God by his 

- abſolute power can do ' 

BY that, which in juſtice 


he may not; He. can rorment 
the good Angels: that ſinned; 


{ nor, but he will not: if hecould: 


not doe ſo, he were hot omni> 


[potent if he ſhould, he wete 
[not juſt, 7 will therefore rewe- 
| (7 B \ rence 
| 


% 
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- Divine Meditations 


rence that power which can doe 
what he wills, but will not doe all 
that he can. 


IT. 


God may juſtly annihilate 
the good Angels, though juſtly 
he cannot puniſh them : He 
could not be unjuſt in takin 
that nature from them which 
he freely beſtowed; and he 
could nor be juſt in inflicting a 
puniſhment which they had 
not deſerved. But 1, that ama 

ſinfull man , muſt _— 
* # goodneſſe in him to annihi- 
late me. 1 muſt reverence his 
Fuſtice if he puniſh me, but will 
admire, and extoll his mercy, if he 
ſave me. 


; 
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upon: Predeftination. 3 


ITI. 
God is a moſt free Agent, 


| being ſubject neither to a com- 
; manding law, nor to a con- 


ſtraining power z yet hath he 
neceſſitated ſome of his exter- 
nall attons,partly by his good- 
neſſe, partly by his Promiſe : 
He muſt do what he promileth, 
becauſe he is true ; he'muſt doe 
whart is juſt, becauſe he is good. 
1 will claime Heaven as my dut, 
not becauſe I merit it, but becauſe 
he promiſed it , his own goodneſſe 
hath tied him to give it, though 
my ſinnes may deterre me from 
begging it. | 
Ii. : 
If my Adoption be the end 


| of Predeſtination , by which 


B 2 Grace 
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Grace and Glorie are prepared | 
for me; then ſhall the end be 
firſt in my intention, but the 
meanes ſhall be firſt in executi- | 
on. 1 will ſtrive and beg for 
faith in Gods naturall Son, that in | 
him 1 may become Gods adopted 
ſonne. 
V. 
Thegood Angels were made 
happie by the grace of Confir- | 
mation, Adam by the grace of | 
Reſtauration: 'the Angels fell | 
_ not, therefore needed not this 
grace;..Admm ſtood not. there- / 
| fore wanted that grace: He that: 
is confirmed falls not, he that | 
falls, is not-confirmed : God | 
ſhewed his love tothe Angels ' 
in confirming them , but his | 


mercy |- 
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upon Predeſtination. 5 


mercy to Adam in reſtaging 


him. Lord ſhew thy mercy to me 
when 1 fall, in reforing me ; ſhew 
thy love to me when I am raiſed,in 
confirming me : make me happy 
with Adam in the one, happy with 
Aneels inthe other. 

VI. 

Gods Preſcience is of a lat- 
per extent then his Predeſtina- 
tion; for he foreknew or fore- 
{ſaw both good and evil,*but 
he predeſtinated good only: he 
foreſaw good ms evill, becauſe 
he is omniſcient; he predeſtina- 
ted only good, becauſe in him 
there is none, and from'him 
there comes none evill. 0 that 


\ | we could be like him, #0 foreſee 


R B evil, 
% I: 


CC re nr Ca * 
py 
- 


OTE _— C— Ca 


. my obedience , give me- m of 


I know thou haſt-decreed. | 


6 Divine Meditations J 


evil, and hate it ; to reſolve only” 
pon good, and ape it. 
| VII. 

Gods decrees are in our 
power, and our power 1s in his 
decrees ; they are in us as 
cauſes in theireffe, we are in 
him as effects in their cauſe: : 
It's by his decree that we have ! 
power, 'tis not by our power 
that he decrees: *Its in our 

ower to performe his decrees, | 
bo this power we have by his | 
decree. Lord,if thou hait decreed 


performance , and.- ſo thy decree” | 
ſhall be in my power : not that thou | 
didſt decree, becauſe thou kneweſt 1 | 
would obey ;, but I will obey, becauſe | 


YIII. God 


$ 
| 
" 

- 


| upon Predeſtination. 


mly V IIL. 
God hath decreed to give us 
faith , and he hath decreed to 
Nur | juſtifie us by thar faith; by the 
11s | former decree he makes us his 
as |, ſonnes, by the other he acquits 
in us of our ſinnes. Lord, if thou 
>: > haſt decreed to make me thy ſon, 
'e | beſtow faith on me, if thou haſt 
r | decreed to blot away my ſin, by that 
r : ſame faith juſtifie me. 
oj I'X..* 


, God firſt loved us, and then 
/ | he decreed to beſtow Grace 
e 


7 


and Glory on us; his love to us 
is the cauſe of our happineſle, 
ſo ourlove to him muſt be the 
cauſe of our obedience. Lord 
make me to love thee, and then 1 
know I ſhall obey thee, 

B 4 X.Faith 


3 Divine Meditations 
1; 


Faith and Holineſſe are era- 
ces by which we attath to hap- 


pineſſe ; but Gods love is that | 


grace by which- we obtaine ' 
faith and holineſle. As the a&i- | 


on followes the qualitie, ſo 
Gods decree followes this firſt 
grace, but other graces come 
after his decree: it was by his 
decree that we have any grace, 
it was by his grace that he was 
pleaſed to decree. Lord, as the 


. grace of thy love made thee to de- 


eree my happineſſes ſo make the love 
of thy grace in me tmcreaſe, that I 


may enjoy this happineſſe. 
XI 


God doth ſo determine the 2 


actions of the Will, that ſome- 


time 


upon Predeſtination. 9- 
time he. bends it to. what he 
pleaſeth; and'ſo it- works neceſ= 
ſarily,not freely, if we conſider 
the at or uſe of working : 
ſometime he determines it fo, 
that he leaves it to its own 'in- 
clination ; and then it workes 
freely : Gods Providence doth 
not thwart his Creation, if he 
ſometimes ſuſpends , hinders, 
determines the properties and 
motions of his creatures; in the 
creation he gave them, that in 
his providence he might uſe 
them. Lord,if thou ſhouldeſt leave 
my Will to it ſelf in this corrupted 
eftate I now am in, what fruit can 
it produce but ſowre erapes, and 
wilde olives 2 for the fruit cannot 
be better then the tree,and men 24 
B5 ther 
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of thornes. I had rather have a 
neceſsitie laid ou me to doe good, 
then be left at libertie to doe evil; 


1 had rather my Will ſhould be a ' 


ſervant to thy commands, then be 
maſter over its own attions. 
XII. 
If Adam had not finned, he 
had been ſaved, and being a 
ſinner, yet he is ſaved : grace 


ther not grapes of thiitles, nor figs * 


had ſaved him then, and grace | 


faves him now; the grace of 


Gods love had faved him then, | 
the grace of Gods mercy ſaves } 


him now ; Gods love then had 


been grounded upon the firſt ' 


Adams perſeverance, it is now 
grounded on the ſecond Adams 
death and obedience. 7 had beey 


Piet». 16. ab ec wo AAAS 


happie * 


' happie in Adam, had he not been | 


. equall to the Angels. 


Chriſt : but Chriſt is a Savi- 


upon Preaeſtination. It 


a ſinner; but I am now much more 
happie in Chriſt by being my $4- 
viour. I loſt Paradiſe by the firſt 
Adam, I have gained Heaven by 
the ſecond: the firſt Adam, being 
man, would needs be God, and (0 
made us equall to the beaſts , the 
ſecond Adam, being God, would 


needs be man, and (0 hath made us 


XIII. 

Some ft ſay,that God TSupralap- 
in predeſtinating man , /#7ans. 
looked on him as he was to be 
created; others*,that he * 5ublap- 
conſidered him as al- /arians. 
ready created and lapſed, be- 
cauſe we are predefſtinared in 


our, 


hg <v_ = 
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12 Divine Meditations 
our,and a Saviour preſuppoſeth 
a ſinner. 7 will not diſpute the 
queition, but this 1 know, that my 
miſerie occaſioned his mercy ,, and, 
had I not been a ſinner, he had not 
been a Saviour, | 

XIIII. 

I ameleRted in Chriſt, who 
1s my Mediator, not only by 
his merit of impetration of par- 
don for me, but alſo by the ef- 
ficacie of application of that 
pardon to me. Not only by his 
bloud hath he made a purchaſe of 
Heaven for ſinners ,but alſo by that 


ſame bloud he hath delivered the 


poſſeſcion of Heaven to ſinners. 
W 


- There is a Promiſe of Hea- 
ven made to'us, and there'is a 
law 


— todd 2h s 


upon Predeftination. 13 


' law of obedience and faith im- 


poſed on us: Heaven is pro- 
miſed upon condition of-faith 


| and obedience, and theſe are 


promiſed upon condition- of 
divine aſſiſtance. Lord, if thou 
aſt, I will obey ;, if I obey, thou 
wilt reward: but here are the odds, 
that my obedience is the effeft aud 


fruit of thy grace and aſviſtance, 


but not the cauſe of thy remunera- 
tion and benevolence, | 
XVI. 

God, being the ſupreme 
cauſe, can have no ſuperiour 
cauſe of his ations z yet ſome 
ſay, he may produce an effe&t 
which may occaſion him to 
work further :' thus the fore- 
ſight of mans fin gave him oc- 
caſion 


— 
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caſion to precondemne him. ' 
This well is too deep, and T have | 
0 bucket to draw with: I will © 


not ſoare with the waxen my 
of humane reaſon too nigh thi 
mnacceſable light , nor wi 


prie into the ſacred CArke of © 


Gods ſecret decrees, only this 
1 can ſay, that whatever his de- 
crees were before time, I am ſure, 
his proceeding to judgement 
is juit in time_, He is ſo juſt, 
that he never condemned any man 
but for ſin ;, and he is ſo merciful, 
that he will not condemne every 
man that doth ſin. 
XVIL. 


Fuſtice and Mercy were ſtill 
in God aquually from all eter- | 
nitie, in reſpec of the firſt act, - 


0 


s 
is | 


0 
. 
v. 
< 
Þ 


m . | 


Ve 


upon Predeftination. 15 


| to wit, of exiftence,;, though 
' they were not alwayes-jn re- 
| ſpe of the ſecond aR, to wit, 


of operation : God: could nor 
alwayes exerciſe Juſtice and 
Mercy on ſinners, becauſe there 
have not been alwayes finners 
as ſoone as man ſinned, theſe 
attributes in God appeared, 
which were eternally exiſtent 
in him, but not cternally exer- 


: cifed by him. Lord, thou haſt 


exerciſed the eternitie of thy Fu- 
tice in puniſhing for me thy natu- 
rall Son, exerciſe, T pray,the eter- 
nitie of thy Mercie for him, in ſa- 
ving the ſoule of me thy adopted 


ſonne. 
XVIII. 
God by his antecedent will 
de- 


| that moveth. God to exerciſe 


4 
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decreed to beſtow Faith and 
Grace on us, which by his con- 
ſequent will he reſolved to-de- 
ny us ; his former will was mo- 
ved by his own goodnefle, but 
his latter will was provoked by 
our wickednefle : if we have 
unjuſtly rejeted the grace 
which by his former will he 
reſolved to give us, may not he 
juſtly by his latter will deny 
that grace, which was: rejeRted 
{o perverſly by us. Lord,if thou 
art reſolved by thy firſt will to be- 


ſow grace on me, let me not by my 


diſobedience provoke thy ſecond 
4 will to deny that grace wntome. 


- & & ® 
Our wickednefle is the cauſe 


| 


his 


| 


upon Predeſtination. 175 


his acts of Juſtice, but his own 
| bountie is the cauſe, and our 
| miſerie the occaſion, why he 
exerciſeth his a&ts of Mercy. 
When 1 am puniſhed, I will ac- 
cuſe my own —_ e , which 
provoked againſt me divine Fu- 

ice , and when 1 am ſaved, Iwill 
extoll and reverence that bountte, 
which took occaſion by my miſe- 
rie, to make me an object of his 
Mercy. | 

XX 


I finde a two-fold decree, 
the one of Providence, the 
.other of Predeſtination : by 
that, God reſolved to give us 
as much grace a5 might ſuffice 
to ſave us; by this, he appoin- 
ted to give us effecuall grace, 

that 
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that we might be powerfully 
ſaved : by the former we may 
beleeve if we will, by this we 
doe actually beleeve. They are 


inexcuſable that have ſufficient ' 
grace, though it be not effeRu- | 
all; for God hath dealt graci- | 


ouſly with us in affording.ſuffi- 
cient helps of our ſalvation, 


and we have dealt wickedly | 


with our ſelves in hindring the 
efficacie of theſe helps. No mar 


then hath cauſe to complaine of | 


Gods crueltie, ſeeing he hath be- 
ſtowed on all men ſufficient grace 
of Providence,whereby they may be 
ſaved; but many men have cauſe to 
admire Gods mercie, who hath be- 
ſtowed on ſome the effettuall grace 
of Predeſtination , whereby they 
Jhall be ſaved. XX1, God 


upon PredeFtination. 


XXI. 

God will have all men to be 
ſaved, and he will have wicked 
men to be damned : thar, is his 


19 


' antecedent will ; this, his conſe- 
| quent : thar, is ſometimes fru- 
; ſtrated of its end, this never x 

and its firting that ſeeing his 


will cannot be fulfilled by us, it 
ſhould be fulfilled upon . us. 
They that will not ſatisfie his will 
by their obedience, ſhall ſatisfie his 


will in ſuffering juſt vengeance. 
XXII 


God loves himſelf, and ſo 
he doth man : the one love is 
internall, the other externall , 
the one is eternall , the other 
temporarie; the onenecefſlarie, 
the other volumarie; for Gods 
| internal! 
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internall-ations, if the object ? 
be internall - naturally , are © 
abſolutely neceſſarie, as when | ! 
he loves himſelf, the agent, the | 
object, the ation are all inter- | * 
nall.and all neceſſarie in reſpe& * 
of exiſtence : bur if the object :. 
be internall voluntarily , as 

| when God decreeth and un- ! 
| derſtandeth externall objects, 
which he makes infernall, by 

q uniting them to his under- 

a ſtanding, then all theſe ations | 

are voluntarie and free, even his | 

| very decrees which proceed | 

{ | from his free will. It was in his | 

| choice whether he would de- | 

Y cree any thing concerning man | 

or not, whether he would be- 

ſtow grace and glorie on him : 
The 
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The eternall generation indeed 
of his own Son is an aCtion of 
neceſſitie, but the regeneration 
of his adopted ſonnes is a work 
altogether voluntarie. So much 
the more then will 1 admire and 


praiſe that goodneſſe which elefted 
and ſaved me, by how much the 


' moe1 ſee it was free and volunta- 
Yt 


, but no wayes, in reſpect of his 


| perfedtion,neceſſarie. 


There is in.man a two-fold 


judgement, .to wit, an antece- 


dent, which is that- of the af- 
feRtions. and ſenſes ; and a 
confequent, which. is. that of 
reaſon ; ſo, there is a two-fold 
volition; the one followes the 
judgement offenſe, and it is th 
ther 


— pgs 


—eDoenn — 


22 Divine Meditations 


ther an imperfe& deſire, then a | 


perfect volition; the other fol- 
lowes the judgement of reaſon : 
both theſe volitions were in 
Chriſt more eminently then in 
us, becauſe in him were two 
Wils, and theſe, by reaſon of 
his two natures, were diſtinct in 
him,though his perſon was bur 
one; therefore he deſired the 
cup mighr paſſe from him, bur 
willed itnot; or,he willed it by 
his antecedent, not by his con- 
ſequent will. 0 thou that madeſt 


in thy ſelfe, the judgement of af- 


fedtion ſtoope to the j Ty of 


reaſon,and madeſt thy deſire ſubſer- 
vient to thy will, and cauſedſt thy 
antecedent will to give place to thy 
conſequent ; produce in me the 


ſame 
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| ſame effett, that theſe ſinfull de- 
| lights which my affettions ſo ear- 


neſtly run after , and thy gentle 
correttions, which they ſo earneſt- 
ly run from, may be ſo ordered,that 
the one by me may be courageouſly 


| ſubdued, the other patiently indu- 


red, that my affettions may ſubmit 
to my will, my will to reaſon, aud 
reaſon to thy Spirit. 

XXIIIL. 

God worketh not immedi- 
ately by his decree, but by his 
power : his decreeis buta re- 
mote cauſe, his power immedi- 
ate ; his decree is an internall 


| aon, theaQtions of his power 
| areexternall, the aRions of his 
| decrees depend on his wiſe- 
| dome, the actions of his power 


arc 
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24 Dfvine Meditations 
are ſubfervient to his decrees. 
Lora , if in thy wiſedome thou 
thoughteit it good that my =_ 
ſhould be ſaved, and if thou ha#t 
decreed it, then let thy power be 
ſeen in effeting it. 
XXYV. 

The neceſlitie and contin- 
gencie of things is not to be at- 
tributed to Gods decree, but to 
the working of his power; con- 
tingencie, is when he uſcth his 
reſiſtible power, if he works ir- 
reſiſtibly then followes neceſh- 
tie : what 1s contingent to the 


ſecond cauſe, is infallible to - 


Gods preſcience, butneceſlarie 
to the work. of his omnipoten- 
cie: his decree 1s a remote 
cauſe, which without his power 
as worketh 


* I ty, © 
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| worketh not. Chriſts dearth 


was contingent to the Jewes, 
that crucified him ; infallible 
to Gods preſcience, who fore- 
ſaw that the Jewes would kill 
him ; but neceſſarie in regard 
of his decree, working by his 
power in preſenting that bitter 
cup unto him. Why ther ſhall 
affiietions diſmay mee , which 
though they be contingent inre- 


ſþett of the ſecond agent, yet they 


are infallible to that all-ſeeing eye 
of Heaven that foreſaw them , and 
neceſſarie, if we regard that power- 
full hand which inflifted them? 
God ordereth fin, though he 
ordained'it not: heordereth it, 
that: it may be ſubſervient"to 
C his 
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his glory; he ordained it nor, 
becauſe he finneth not : He 


could not ordain it, ſeeing he | 


hates ir, forbids it, and puniſhes 
it. Lord, I aſcribe to thy glorie 


both my ſaluation,and my ſin : my |. 


ſalvation thou haſt ordained, my 


fin thou haſt ordered, that by the | 


one I may love thy mercie, and by 
the other, 1 may feare thy Fuſtice. 
Who but Gooaneſſe it ſelfe would 
ordaine the ſalvation of a ſinner, 
and who but Wiſdome it ſelf would 
order the prevarications of a ſin- 
ner ? What i more offenſrve to 
thy nature then ſin ? What ts more 
deſtruttive of thy feature in me 
then fin? yet out of fin thou = s 
drawn the meanes #0 manifeſt the 
goodneſſe of thy nature in my ſal- 

vation, 
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' wation,and ont of the ſame fin thow | 
4 haſt drawn a meanes to repaire in 


| me thy decayed feature by my re- 
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! pentance and converſion. 


XXVIL 
God gave to Adam ſufficient 
grace to ſtand, but not to per- 
fiſt ; he permitted him to fall, 
who by the grace he received 


| might have ſtogd; he gave 


him ſufficiencie of grace, not 
permanencie in grace: by the 
one God iscleared from iniqui- 
tie, and by the other he mani- 
feſts his juſtice and mercie : if 
man had not beena ſinner, God 
had not been a Saviour ; we 
had not knovin Emanuel, God 


| with us, if Adam by fin had not 


| ſeparated God from us ; we 


C 2 had 
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had known him as Jehova, but 
not as Jeſus. O my God, if thou | 
give me ſuff iciencie of grace,I may | 
fall, but if thou give me permanen- 
ie in grace, 1 ſhall not fall : give | 
/'' ae Adams happineſſe in Para- | 
| diſe, that I may ſ afficiently love ' 
| and know thee ;, give me the An- | 
b gels happineſſe i in Heaven, that 1 | 
| may conſtantly love and know, and 
eternally abide in thee. 
XXVIII. 
God delivered his Son to | 
_ death, ſo did Satan by Fudas: ; 
* God had power to doe fo, Sa- | 
tan had none; God did this in 
lovero the ſfonnes of men, Sa- | | 


tan did it in malice to the Son 
. of God: by an affirmative ac | 


God was willing to permit Sa- | 
tan} 


} 
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tan to exerciſe his malice, by a 
negative a& he hindered him 
not: in all this God ſinned nor, 
if we conſider the authoritie of 
theagent,the forme of the ati- 
on, and the juſtice and good- 
neſſe of his intention. Though 
God atts not fin, nor ts willing it 
ſhould be aited by man, yet he is 
willing to permit it. Not ſin, but 
permiſcion is the objefF of hu will ; 
he could not will fin, becauſe he is 
not ſinfull ; he permits it, becauſe 
he can draw good out of it. 
XXIX. 

God permits not puniſhment, 
but inflicts it; he permits not 
o00d,but com mak it;he wills 
not {in,but permits it; not as it | 
is good, but as out of it he | 
C3 drawes, 
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drawes good. 0 thou that drew- 
eſt light out of darkneſſe, and meat 


out of the eater, draw good out of | 


my evils, and comforts out of my 
afflietions : Thon cant draw ho- 
zey ont of the rock, and turne water 
into wine,and make bitter Meribah 
potable , we pray thee, turn the 


. bitter waters of our Meribah , our 
ſtrife and contention, into the pure 


and ſweet ſlreames of Peace and 
Union. 
= > i th. ho 
What God cannot doe, he 
cannot will ; what he cannot 


will, he cannot decree: and al- 


rhough affirmatively his power 
be of a larger extent then his 
will, for he can doe that which 


he will not doe; yet negative- ' 


ly 


3 
, 


upon Predeſtination. 31 


ly he cannot will what he can- 
not doe, nor doe what he can- 
not will : he cannot doe evil, 
therefore he cannot will it ; he 
cannot will it, therefore he can 
neither doe it by an externall, 
nor decree it by any internall 
act. O that my will and attions, 
Lord, were conformable to thine : 
for oftentimes 1 doe the evil which 
I will not, and I will the good, 
which I doe not. Lord, make my 
will conformable to thine, that my 
attions may be conformable to my 
will. | 
XXXI. 

Gods grace reacheth further * 
then his mercy ; his grace is ex- 
tended to all, his mercy only to 
thoſe that are in miſerie : by 
C 4 grace 
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grace the Angels were confir- 
med,by grace the world is pre- 
ſerved, bur by mercie man is 
| redeemed he is gracious then ' 
to all, but mercifull onely to | 
ſome : yet though his grace be ; 
more univerſall and communi- | 
: cable, his mercy is more won- ! 
derfull and amiable. Lord, the | 
noble#t of all thy Attributes is thy 
goodneſſe to thy creatures z but the 
excellencie of thy goodneſſe is, in 
ſhewing mercy to ſinners : Thy 
goodneſſe made me a man, but thy 
mercy a happy man : by the one, 
thou delivereit me from nothing ; . | 
* by the other, from worſe then no- | 
thing : thy goodneſſe gave me be- | 
ing, and thy mercy well being. 


XXXIL In | 
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XXXII. 

In-every fin the a& and the 
obliquitie, in every vertue the 
a and the circumſtances are 
diſtinguiſhable. In ſin the a&t 
is alwayes good metaphyſical- 
ly, but evill morally; either be- 
cauſe it is prohibited, as the a&t 
of cating the fruit to Adam; or 
becauſe it is repugnant to ju- 
ſtice and ſancitie, though they 
were not prohibited, as theft 
and murther : In every vertue 
the act 1s alwayes good both 
morally and metaphyſically , 
but the circumſtances may be 
evill ; as to give almes is good, 
but to give out of pride is evill, 
I will not forbeare to doe good, be- 
cauſe the circumſtances may be 
C5 evil; 
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evil; nor will T venture to doe © 


evil, becauſe the circumſtances may 
be good. If God command that 
which may a to be evil, I' will 
doe it ; for his command makes it 
good : if he forbids that which 
may ſeeme to be good, I will not doe 
it, becauſe his prohibition makes it 


evil. Adam ſinned in eating of , 


the fruit (though ſeemingly good) 
becauſe God prohibited it ; and the 
Hebrewes ſinned not ,in ſpoiling the 
Ezyptians(though ſeemingly evil) 
becauſe God commanded it. 
XXXIII. 

God did no wayes neceſſi- 
tate LA4dam to fin, neither by 
inward per{waſion, nor by out- 
ward coaQtion: beſides, he gave 
hima law eafie to be kept, and 
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| power ſufficient to keep it: He 
' didthen neither will nor decree 
' his fall, norperſwade nor force 


it, only he gave way that he 
might fall, who had power to 
ſtand; that, being by Chriſt rai- 


ſed from his fall, he might more . 


firmely ſtand. Lord, as thous 
didit permit my fall, ſo be now 
pleaſed to remit it ; 1 fell willing- 
ly from thee, make me to returne 


as willingly to thee': Thou gave#t 


me a will to ftand or fall, give me 
a will to riſe, and ſo to ſtand, that 
1 may never fall again. 


XXXIIITL. 


There is a two-fold neceſſi-- 


tie z the one is * Syllo- * conſe- 

giſticall , the other. is 77,7. 

* reall ; there was: A quentss. © 
| Syllo- 
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Syllogiſticall neceſfitie of mans 
fall, in reſpe& of Gods fore- 
knowledge,bur not reall : Gods 
preſcience was an antecedent 
not a cauſe ; and mans fall was 
the conſequent, not the effetof 
that preſcience: bur there is a 
reall necefſitie of that which 
God decreeth. Lord, I did not 
ſin,becauſe thou didst foreſee it;but 
becauſe Twas to ſin, therefore thou 
did5t foreſee it : my fall was a ne- 
ceſſarie ſequell of thy precognition, 
ſo let my riſing be a neceſſary effet# 
of thy Prede5tination. | 
XXXV. 


Sin properly is not the pu- 1 


niſhment of ſin, becauſe we ſin 
willingly,we ſuffer puniſhment 
anlllingy ; 1n {inning we are 

| agents, 


Ee 


upon Predeftination. 37 


agents, in puniſhments we are 
patients: yet fin may be the 
caule of fſin'; not that one fin 
can procreate another, but be- 
cauſe one fin can deſerve and 
prepare the way for commit- 
ting of another. Lord, free me 
from the guilt and ſtain of Adams 
fin, which hath been both the pre- 


paratorie and meritorious cauſe of, 


all my actuall ſins. 


XXXVLI. 


God worketh on the will 
either by a phyſicall motion, or 
by morall perſwaſion ; and he 
perſwades cr pO by 
his Spirit, or ſufficiently by his 
Word : ſo he hindereth fin, eci- 
ther by his law prohibiting it, 


Or 
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or by his power inhibiting it : 
let no man fin preſumptuouſly, 
becauſe he is not ſtopped inthe 
full careereot his ſin powerful- 
ly; though there 1s not alwayes 
an inhibition by his Power, yet 
there is ſtill a prohibition by 
his Law, to make us inexcu- 
ſable. Lord, work on my depra- 
wed will phyſically, work morally , 
work ſufficiently, and work power- 
fully, by ' Word,by thy Spirit, by 


thy Law, by thy Sword : circum- 


ciſe my heart and eares;, the one by 
the Sword of the Spirit the other by 
the Sword of the Word: if I cans . 


'. not be reftrained by thy Law, to 


forbeare the forbidden fruit with 
Adam let me be conftrained by 


the glittering of thy ſword, to ſtop 
in 
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in the wayes of wickedneſſe with 
Balaam. 
XXXVILI. 

Though nothing is contin- 
cent to God, yet his know- 
ledge may confider contingen- 
cies,as they are contingent : for 
what by man is done contin- 
gently, by him it is foreſcen 
certainly; in which regard 
Gods judgements are founded 
upon fin, which may more fitly 
be called the objec and occa- 
ſion of his judgements, then 
the cauſe. Lord, the cauſe of thy 
judgements is thy juſtice , and my 
ſon the occaſion: thy juſtice ts eter- 
nall , thy judgements are juit, my 
ſins are contingent: if it were not 
for thy judgements,T ſhould not ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge my ſinnes , if it were 
not for my ſinnes, thou conldst not 
exerciſe thy judgements ;, and if it 
were not for thy Juſtice, there would 
be no proportion between thy judge- 
ments and my ſinnes : the exerciſe 
of thy judgements will ceaſe,if thou 
put an end to my ſins; but thy ju- 
ſtice ſhall not ceaſe, thongh thou in 
mercy pardon my ſins. 
XXXVIIL 

Nature is before grace, and 
the works of - creation before 
the efftets of Predeſtination : 
Man was firſt made a living 
ſoul,by the outward breath of 
Gods mouth; and then was 
made a quickning ſpirit, by the 


> inward: breath of the holy 


Ghoſt: ſo he decreed firſt to 
g1VE 
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give man naturall abilitie by 
the work of Creation.,and then 
to beſtow on him ſupernaturall 
oraces, the effes of Predeſti- 
nation. Lord,thou ha#t gifted me 
with naturall faculties, whereby I 
exceed the beats, and thou hait » 
endowed me with ſupernaturall | 
graces, whereby 1 am equall to the 
Angels: T praiſe thee for the 
work of thy Creation, much more 
for that of PredeFtination; by the 
one thou madeit me a man, by the 
other a happy man : make me to 
exceed the beaits as much in mo- 
rall vertues,as 1 excell them in na- 
turall abilities ; ſo make me to 
equall the Angels as much in love 
and obedience, as I come neer them 
in ſupernatural happineſſe. 

XXXIX., God 
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XXXLIX. 
God did firſt foreſee that 


Adam would fin, before he 
predeſtinared Chrift to die for 


ſin; he foreſaw the difeaſe,then | 


prepared the remedie, he fore- 
ſaw the leproſie, then ordained 
the bloud of his Sonto waſh it: 
for as the ſinneronly is capable 
of the grace of Regeneration 
ſo this grace was preordained 
to the {inner in Gods Predeſti- 
nation. O my God, if thou wa#t ſo 
provident as to prepare Ph ſick for 
ny ſinful ſoule before I had finned; 
I am confident thy goodneſſe,ts not 
now leſſened, but that thou wilt ap- 
ply that ſame  Piaſect to my ſoule 
having ſinned. 
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Gods Image in man conſi- 


ſted in nature and naturall pro- 
perties, in morall vertues, and 


| ſupernaturall graces ; the firſt 


were totally retained in Adams 
fall, the third totally loſt, the 
ſecond loſt in part. Again,the 
eſſentiall part of Gods Image 
remained, to wit, the ſoul; bur 
the accidentall part was loſt, to 
wit, juſtice and holineſle; the 
ſubje& continued, though this 
forme periſhed : therefore for 
the ſoul, renovation is ſuffici- 
ent; but for thoſe graces in the 
ſoul,a new creation is required, 
Lord, by thy Image 1 excell the 
beaits, by it I match the Angels, 


by it I reſemble thy ſelf ;, but the 
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_ ſubjett of this _ ts by ſin decay- 


ed, and by ſin the forme tis quite 
aboliſhed. 0 thou that in my Crea- 
tion didſt erace me with the breath 


of life, now in my Regeneration 


breathe in me the life of grace: the 
temple of God is decayed in me, and 
the God of this temple is baniſhed 
from me  repaire this temple,that 
thy image again may ſtand in it, 
and renew thy image that this 
temple may be ſan#tified by it, 

X LI. ; 


Adams fin was committed 
after Predeſtination, if we con- 
fider Adams aQuall exiſtence ; 
but it was before Predeſtinati- 
on, in reſpe& of Gods preſci- 
ence. What madneſſe is it to 
think, that God ſees not our ſinnes 

which 
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which we commit ſecretly, whereas | 


he did foreſee our ſins before they 
were committed, and that from all 
eternitie? 

XLII. 


In Predeſtination, the pre- 
terition of ſome men, was the 
puniſhment of thoſe men; and 
the deniall of felicitie, was their 
miſerie : but puniſhment pre- 
ſuppoſeth fin, and preterition as 
a puniſhment muſt come after 
the previſion of finne. If this 
dofirine be true, that the previſion 
of ſin was the cauſe of preterition; 
| ſureitis moit true, that the com- 
| . miſon of fin is the cauſe of con- 
' demmation. 

XLIIIL. 

Paſſive excxcation, or = 

wil- 
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wilfull ignorance and ſpirituall 
blindneſſe in man, is both a fin, 
and the cauſe of fin: active ex- 
CXcation,as it is from man, it 1s 
a fin; as from God.it is the pu- 
niſhment of fin. It ſtands with 
thy juſtice, O. God, to puniſh 
them with blindneſſe, who 
have with delight blinded 
themſelves; and to deprive 
thoſe of light, who love to 
walke in darkneſſe. Why 
ſhouldeſt thou hold out the 
lamp of thy Word to thoſe 
that deſpiſe it, and cauſe thy 
ſun to ſhine on them, who wil- 
fully ſhut their eyes againſt it ? 
Lord, deale with me as thou didit 
with Saul: 1 am blinded ſpiritu- 
ally, make me blinde corporally ; 

#1148 
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that by loſing the ſight of my bo- 


dy, 1 may regain the ſight of my 


ſoul. I will gladly loſe the light 


of the ſun, moon,and other planets; 


ſo I may behold the light of the 


Son of righteouſneſſe. 

XLIIITE 
Some ſay. that the hearts in- 
duration is nat the cauſe of 
Gods indignation; but that 
God is firſt angry, then hard- 
neth : I am ſure God hath juſt 
cauſe to be angry with thoſe 
who will be hardned, and 
therefore in his juſt anger hard- 
neth them. 7 confeſſe, Lord, that 


| 1 have hardned my own heart, 


9 with mes 4 
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therefore thou mayeſt juilly be an- 

becauſe my 0- 

tary hardneſſe hath m_— 
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thy anger, therefore may thy anger 

effett in me, and that moit justly, 

a further degree of hardneſſe_. 
XLV 


God who by his irreſiſtible 
will decreeth the hardning of a 
|; {inner, yet actually by his re- | 
{ — ſiſtible will uſeth to harden | 

| | that ſinner. Though none can || 

. reſiſt the will of his decrees, yet 
Tt he permits us ſometimes to op- 
TE poſe the ations of his will : 1n 
Tt the one he ſhewes himſelf the | 
| © God of power, in the other he || 
f © ſhewes his mercy, in ſuffring Þ | 
'f*, mantoreſiſt the power of God. 
1 0 thou that diddeit wreftle with | 
Jacob, and gaveit him ſtrength | 
| both to reſi and conquer thee », | 

, when thou wreſtleſt with me by 

Gd |  Fet- 
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tentations , give me ' ſo much 
ſtrength as by murtification to 
ſubdue my ſelf, and then give'me 
leave by faith and teares to van- 
quiſh thee. | 
X LV1. 
There is in God atwo-fold 
negativea@, the one of Pro- 
vidence, the other of Preteriti- 
on : by the former, God de- 
nyed to Adamthe giftof Perſe- 
verance, and fo ſuffered him to 
fall ; by the other, he denyeth 
to ſome men the gift of Faith 
and Repentance, and ſo ſuffers 
them to remain in their fall. 
God was not bound to give 


| Adam perleverance , ſeeing 
| otherwiſe he furniſhed him 


with grace ſufficiently,nor is he 
bound 
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bound to give to thoſe faith , 
and repentance, who fell from 


their former grace willingly, 


and oppoſe his Word and Spi- 
rit obſtinately. Lord, 1 confeſſe, 
that as thou wait not in Adams 
debt for perſeverance, ſo neither 
art thou in mine for any grace : 


but if thou wilt be pleaſed to beſtow 


on me ſo much grace, as to attaine 


true happineſſe, Twill impute it not 
to my deſerts,but to thy favor and 
gooaneſſe_-. 

I XLVII. 


Some ſay, that thoſe whom | 


God hath decreed for Salvari- 


on may be damned, but that | 
they ſhall not be damned, that | 


his decree hindreth the aR, but 


. notthe poſſibilitie. I leave this 


nicetie 


of 
+ 


, 
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nicetie for the Schooles: But 
this uſe I will make of it, that if I 
may be damned, I will work ont 


| ſalvation with fear and trembling ; 
| if I ſhall not be dammed, I will not 


fear, though 1 walk through the 

> ff : if I may be dam- 
ed, 1 acknowledge, Lord , it is 
through my own wickedneſſe ; if 1 


| (ball not be damned, it is out of thy 


unſpeakable goodneſſe. 
| X:LV ol I. 


It is the dotrine of many in 
| theſe dayes, that as God by his 
| revealed will ſaves:none, but 


ſuch as beleeve in him; ſo he 
decreed by his ſecret will to 
ſavenone, but ſuch as he fore- 
ſaw would beleeve in him. I 
am confident, God could foreſee n0- 
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thing in me, but what he was plea- 


ed to beſtow upon me: if he fore- | 


ſaw my faith, he foreſaw the fruit 


of his preventing grace, if he | 


foreſaw my. perſeverance, he fore- | 


ſaw the effect of his ſubſequent 
graces. 
X LIX: 

EleRion ( ſay ſome ) is Gods 
decree to juſtific the faithfull ; 
others ſay, 'tis Gods decree to 
ſave man, as he is man, and to 
that end to make him fairhfull : 
In the one opinion, I finde faith 
the meanes of Juſtification, in 
the other,of Salvation:meanes, 
I ſay, but not the cauſe. Lord, 
the cauſe of my happineſſe is in 
thee, the meanes in me z but the 


efficacie of this meanes, both in my | 
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juStification and ſalvation, is only 
from thee. 
L. 


If the decree of preterition 
went before the a of fin, but 
not before the previſion of that 
ſin, Iam confident, the a& of 
preterition cannot, much leſſe 
can the a& of condemnation, 
precede the at of fin. Therefore 
how injurious are ſome to the God 
of mercy, in daring to accuſe him of © 
crueltie , who is ſo far from con- 
demning any man, but [4 ſin com- 
mitted, that he would not detree 
mans condemnation , but for ſin 
foreſeen? | 
| LI 


There was injoyned to Adam 
the law of abſtinence from the 
D 3. for- 
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forbidden fruit, and the law of 
obedience: the former was 
particular to Adam, the other 
was common to him and his 
poſteritie: it was not for the 
breach of the former, which 
was perſonal; but for the 
breach of the other, which was 
univerſall,that we are condem- 
ned : not Adams act of eating, 
but his diſobedience was our 
bane; for we ſinned in him: 
ſin is a tranſgrefſion of the law , 
Hurt the law could not have 
been tranſgreſſed by us, had it 
not been in him given to 'us. 
Lord, we have great cauſe to ad- 
mire and Fa thy mercy, in ſa- 


vine us for the ſecond Adams 


obedience ; but we have no cauſe to 


ſued 


My 
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ſuſpett thee of crueltie, in condem- 
ning #s for the firſt Adams diſ- 
obeaience, 

LIL. 


Puniſhment was prepared in 
Gods decree as well the {in 
of Facob as of Eſau, both ha- 
ving ſinned alike in Adams but 
it was pardonable in the one, 
unpardonable - in the other : 
which difference proceeded 
from grace, not from nature, 
Lord, I confeſſe, thou couldit ſee 
0 more eriginall ſin in Judas, 
then in me ;, yet thouwa#t pleaſed 
to puniſh him, and to ſpare me © if 
thou hadit condemned us both,thou 
hadft done juitly,but in ſparing the 
one, thou haſt emter"/ thy mer- 


CIC-”. 
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LIIT. 

There is a two-fold grace,the 
one of Creation, the other of 
EleRtion; the one was the gift 
of God without Chriſt ,, the 
other was the gift of God in 
Chriſt ; the one was the image 
of God, the other was the re- 
novyation of that image; the 
one was. loſt in Paradiſe, the 
other- ſhall never be loft in 
Heaven. Lord , thou hadf#t no 
_—_ a but thine own 

ov0dneſs to create me tothy image , 
% now thou ha#t nr ls 
ment, to wit, thy Sons merits, to 
renew in me that decayed image : 
the one thou mightit not Goo 
done, the other thou canſt not but 


doe; for, though thou wat not 
| 1 bound 


> 
j 
| 
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bound in the creation to beſtow thy 

image on me, yet now thou art 

bound by thy Sonnes ſatisfattion to 

repaire this image in me. 
LIIIL. 

Adam could have abſtained 
from the externall at of touch- 
ing, by naturall grace only; but 
in bin could nor be the inward 
and permanent affeAtion of 
obeying, without ſupernaturall 
orace alſo. Lord, if-Adam conld 
not yeeld conſtant obedience to thee 
in his eſtate of integritie, how ſhall 
I be able to perſevere in obedjence, 
without thy ſpeciall grace , being 
now in the eſtate of iniquitie ? 


Though the habit of juſtice, 
as it is the eſſence of God, be 
D 5 ne--. 
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neceſſarily in him, yet the aCti- 
ons of juſtice,which are not his 
eſſence, are not neceſſarily per- 
formed by him : He is neceſſa- 
rily juſt,but a voluntarie agent: 
He doth neceſlarily hate inju- 
ſtice, but freely and voluntari- 
ly he puniſherh it, and decreed 
puniſhment for it. Lord, what 
ſhould become of me, and of all the 


other wretched ſonnes of Adam, if 


it were 4s neceſſarie for thee to 
puniſh, as it is to be juſt ? But my 
— is, that ,as juſtice is ſo ne- 


ceſ[arie inthee, that thou canſt not 
be unjuſt ;, ſo thy ations are ſo free 
and woluntarie , that thou caiiſt 
pardon my ſin, and yet notwith- 
ftanding thou canſt not be but 


juit. 
LVI. There 
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LVI. 

There was no neceſſitie why 
God ſhould manifeſt his juſtice 
in puniſhing ſinners, ſeeing he 
had power to manifeſt that, 'in 
puniſhing his own Son for fin- 
ners. 1n the one,he [hewes himſelf 
to be a God of mercy, not —_ 
wenee, in ſparing his enemies 11 
the other, he ſhewes himſelf "Goth 
of juſtice, in puniſhing his beloved 
Son, who became ſuretie for. his 
enemies. CO ITITOn 

LVIT:. 

There is a two-fold cauſe of 
predemnation;the one is fin,rhe 
other is Gods decree; [the one 
is neceſſarie, the other volunta= 
ric: fin is the cauſe why God 
may condemne all , Gods de- 
Cree. 


59 
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-Q _ a*_.» 0 nts 
60 Divine Meditations 

cree 1s the cauſe why he will 
condemne bur ſome : he looks 
on fin as it is pardonable in 
ſome, unpardonable in others; 


the one eye by which he lookes. 


1s juſtice, the other is mercie. 
Lord, thou didſt look upon my ſin 
with juſtice and ſeveritie , when 
—_— it in thine own na- 
Sons therefore look on it as it 
is in me, with meekneſſe and mer- 
, Oygand _ it in me that am thy 
adopted fon. | 
_ L'VITI. a 
ery man 15 not a reprobate 
that falls into ſin, but bes fi- 
nally perſeveres) in fin: for all 
men fell into fin, by the permiſ- 
ſton of providence; but wicked 
men only continue to the end 
in 
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in fin, by the permiſſion of pre- 
terition. Lord , that fin which 
was voluntary in Adam.,zs veceſ- 
ſary in me; but although in 4, 
Juſt judgements, there is a neceſ- 
tie that I ſhould be tainted with 
originall contagion, yet there is no 
necefitie why I ſhould lye ſtill and 
perſevere in attuall tranſereſion : 
without thy providence I could not 
fall, without thy aſſiſtance I cannot 
riſe : as by thy providence thou 
hindereſt not my falling, es 


| the glory of thy juſtice was there 


manifeſted; ſo,T pray thee, further, 
by thy aſiſtance, my riſing again, 
that the glory of thy goodneſſe may 
be thereby magnified. 

LIX 


In Gods externall actions 
there 


—_ A 
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there is neither naturall nor co- 
ative neceſfitie; for both na- 
ture, and coaction exclude li- 
bertie : the fire:burnes natural- 
ly, the bullet flyes upward vio- 
lently, therefore both neceſſari- 
ly 3. but Gods internall ations 
on himſelf are naturall, there- 
fore neceſſarie : the Father be- 
got his eternall Son , neither 
willingly nor unwillingly, but 
naturally and neceſfarily , ſo 
becauſe Gods attributes are na- 
rturall, and efſentiall ro him, 
they are neceſſarily in him : he 
is neceſſarily not voluntarily 


good, becauſe he cannot be bur: 
. good; hedoth voluntarily, not 


neceſſarily make man good, be- 


cauſe he: can forbeare, if he 
would, 


upon Predeſtination. 63 


would, to make him good. 
Lord, 1 confeſſe, that the more free 
Agent thou waſt in the work o 
conver ſion, the leſſe free am I, Fit 
the more. necefsitated to praiſe} 
goodneſſe and wiſadome , for, how 
can 1 chooſe but honour and obey 
thee, who couldſt have choſen whe- 
ther thou wouldſt have redeemed 
and ſaved me ? 

LX. - 

Faith is both an habit,and an 
aion-; if it juſtifie, as it is an 
habit, I will not diſpute 3 this I 
know.thar it juſtifieth,as it is an 
action : for Abraham beleeved, 
' and fo was juſtified. The life 

then of Religion conſfiſteth in 
' action; not onely of the out- 
ward works of the hand.brt = 


ſo of the inward work of the 
heart3 for this is the work of 
God, that we beleeve in him. 
0 Lord, faith is thy work, and 42 is 
mine to0';, it is thy work 30 infuſe 
it , it is my work to apprehend 
Chriſt by it: let thy work be firſt 
performed in me, and then 1 know 
my work, if thou aſciſt, ſhall be per- 
formed by me, 
LXI. 

Though weare not actually 
free from fin in this life, yet 
there is a poſſibilitie that we 
may be free; if either we con- 
{1der the power of God, who 
can mightily effe@ it; or the 


will of a regenerate man, who! 


doth ſo earneſtly affe&t it. Lord, 
in that T may be free from ſin, it 
argues 
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argues thy ommipotencie; but in 
that IT am not free from ſin, I muſt 
blame my own impotencie : There 
is in me 4 deſire to be freed from 
this body of death,and in thee there 
is power to free me, who art the 
Lord of life. | 
LXII. 

There was in Adam a di- 
recive light of the minde while 
he was falling , to let him ſee 
his danger; but there was nor in 
{ him that perſwaſive light 
| which might powerfully re- 
| ſtrain him from danger : that 
light had kept him from fal- 


; J ling, had he followed it, and 


| this light had kept him from 
ing,had he received it. Lord, 
though thou didſt not give Adam 


this 
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this light, thou art unblameable ; 


ſeeing thou didſt give him ſo much | 
| 


of that light, as made him in- 
excuſable, 
L XIII. 

In what facultie of the ſoul 
the cockatrice of Adams fin was 
firſt hatched, IT will not now 
diſpute ; whether it was in the 
underſtanding, being firſt blin- 
ded ; or inthe will, being firſt 
perverted : this I know, that 
the will is apt to be ſeduced by 
a blinde underſtanding, and the 
underſtanding as apt to be 
clouded by a perverſe will: The 
* Ozoad underſtanding * moves 
fectem the will by propoſing 
the objeR, which the 
will cannot affec, except the 
under- 


L- 
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_ underſtanding knowes it ; the 


/ willt moves the under- 4 Sud 


1 

# 

* 
l 
_ 


ſtanding to judge and ezerdtium 
coals the objeR -—_ 
which the underſtanding can- 
not conſider , except the will 
command it. Lord, illuminate 
my underſtanding, that it may di- 
rett my will to affett the things 
that thou commanideit, and refifie 
my will, that it may command the 
underſtanding to exerciſe its act in 
meditating on the things which 
thou commandest. 
| LXIFN 

If Chriſts obedience had 
been neceſſarie or naturall, and 
not voluntarie, he had not been 
like to us in all things except 
ſin; neither had he Gat ſub- 
ject 
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je to the tentation of diſobe-' 
dience, nor had his obedience 
been meritorious, nor had it 
been more excellent then the 
obedience of Angels: but in 
this was his obedience more 
noble then theirs, in that he 
celded that obedience willing- 
y, which they doe neceſſarily. 
T will firive whilſt 1 am hereto 
obey willingly, that hereafter I may 
obey meceſſerh : for,though volun- 
tary obedience be the nobler, yet ne- 
ceſſarie obedience ts the ſurer ;, for 
I may diſobey in the one, I cannot 
but obey in the other, | 
LXV. 
Though the ſufficiencie of 


Chriſts death be extendedto all, | 


yet the efficacie thereof is not 
applicd 


| 
: 
by 
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applied to all ; nor did he pray 
-and make interceſſion for all : 
By his death he procured par- 
don for us, and by his interceſ- 
fion he applies that pardon tro 
us. Lord, in thy birth, thou ac- 
apy my nature ; in thy death, 
thou repreſentedſt my perſon : by 
thy interceſſion put away my ſins, 
and pardon my offences, that the 
mediation which thou beganneſt in 
thy birth, and didſt accompliſh in 
thy Page and paſiion ay be ful- 
ly made effettuall to me, by thy 
prayers and interceſion. 
LXVI. 

Aion followes the affeQti- 
on ; therefore we loveand hate 
acually, becauſe theſe affeti- 
ons are 1n us radically: Though 
hatred 
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hatred be no affeftion in God, 
yet we conceive it as an affeRi- 
on : God therefore  rejedted 
Eſau, becauſe he hared him; but 
he did not hate him, becauſe he 
rejeRed him. Lord, 1 know thou 
 maiſt juſtly rejet# me, becauſe in 
me there is that pravitie , for 
which thou maiſt juſtly hate me: 
repaire therefore in me the loſt 
image of thy Son, aud ſo 1 ſhall 
eſcape thy juſt wrath and indigna- 


£100. 
LXVII. 
The ads of Chriſts righte- 
ouſneſle are ours, not as they 
are performed by him, but as 
they are imputed to us.; impu- 
ted, I ſay, by his merit and 
goodnefſle,and apprehended by 


our 


| 
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our faith, though in much 
weakneſſe. Then I ſee, Lord,that 
without faith thy rizhteouſneſſe 
will not availe me, and withont 
thy merit and goodneſſe my faith 
cannot prevaile with thee : give 
me then the band of faith, that 
with the Hemorroiſſe, 1 may touch 
thee ,, and by thy merit ſtrengthen 
that hand, that ith Jacob, may 
hold thee. 

; LXVIIL 

Chriſt firſt ſuffered, before 
we could be redeemed, and we 
are redeemed, before it is ap- 
plyed,or can receive benefit b 
it: thenare we fully redeemed, 
when weare from Satanand fin 
delivered. Though Chriſt in ſuf- 
fering hath ſufficiently paid the 

ranſome, 
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ranſome , yet whilſt we are here 
ſubjett to ſin and Satan, we are not | 
fully partakers of redemption, Hea- 
ven, not earth, is the place where 
that ſhall be perfefted. T will 
therefore lift up my head with joy, 
becauſe by death the day of my re- 
demption draweth nigh. 
LXIX. | 
A double benefit we have 
by Chriſt: one, that he hath 
urchaſed Redemption for us - 
y his bloud, the other, that 
he hath applyed that Redemp- 
tion to us by his Spirit : if he 
had not died, I could not have - 
beleeved ;if I had nor beleeved, 
he had not applyed his death 
and merits to me: Redempti- | 


on is the cauſe of Faith, and | 


Faith 


| 


ry we: Bb” Tt 
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Faith the cauſe of Application. 


| Lord, produce Faith in me by the 


vertue of thy paſsion, that by Faith 
I may.injoy thee in a true and (þ1i- 
ritnall Application. 
RT 6 

That the Church wyoyes life 
eternall, ſhe is bound to-Gods 
ditedtion; but that ſhe injo 
char life alone, ſhe is bound to 
his ele@ion :' becauſe he loved 
hey, he hath-beftowed: this hap- 
pineffa upon her; becauſe he 
choſe her,he hathappropriated 
this happinefſe unto her. Zond,7 
— thy. love,by which-F mas 
electeh, and 1 will praiſe that 


| elettion, by-which.k am ſeparated 
| from the reprobate.."\' \ 
| jo 


LXXI. Gods | 
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LEE I 


_ Gods will is the cauſe of 


preterition , his juſtice is the 
cauſe of predemnation : he was 
not bound to givegrace to all, 


therefore he paſſed by ſome 


without prejudice to his good- 
nefſe ; he was bound to puniſh 
fin in all, therefore he preor- 
daines the death of his own 


j 
I 
4 
F 


. Son; and eternall paines for | 


reprobates, that he might not 
ſuffer prejudice in his juſtice. 
Lord, if thou hadſt paſſed by me, 


T could not have blamed thy good- ! 


neſſe : if thou ſhouldſt puniſh me 
eternally, 1 cannot blame thy ju- 


+ << (AE nals ed 


ftice ;, for,if thou giveſt grace to | 


all, where is thy libertic ? if thou 


for- | 
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forgiveit all, where is thy juſtice 
and equitie 2 


LXXIL. 


God is a moſt free Apent,be- 
cauſe he can doe what he plea- 
ſeth , not becauſe he can doe 
every thing : his will is the ſu- 
preme cauſe. of all externall 


. things , but not of his juſtice, 


which 1s internall: as he cannot 
doe that which is evil, ſo he 
cannot. will that which is un- 
juſt ; as goodnefſle is the objeR 
of his aRtions, ſo juſtice is the 
rule of his will. Loyd, make my 
attions ſubordinate to thy will, as 
thy wil is ſubordinate to thy juſtice: 
that, as thou canſt not will that 
which in juſtice thou maiſt not ; ſo 


2 
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I may 10t doe that, which in wiſe- 
dome thou wilſt not. 


EXXIIL. 


Though God foreſaw fin in 
| all, yer he rejected not all: fin 
was the occaſion why he reje- 
&ed ſome, his will was the 
caufe why he reje&ted but ſome; 
his will was the cauſe of diſcri- 
mination, but ſin of reprobati- 
on. Lord, 1 confeſſe, it was not 
for want” of ſin in- me, that thou 
a&aft not rejee} mes but becauſe 
#here was wa want of geodneſſe iu 
thee, therefore thay didſs elect we 
any fin-was the cauſe why 1 might 
have been rejedted, but thy mercic 
is the cauſe, why I was nat re- 


jected. 
LXXIII.God 
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God hindred Adams fin mo- 
rally,by his law;not phyſically, 
by his power : he gave a law 
to guide him, threatnings to af- 
fright him, promiſes to induce 
him,ſufficientgrace to ſtrength- 
en him; but uſed-no_ violence 
or fotce to reſtraine him : he 
would not thwart or deſtroy, 
by any violent reſtriRion, that 


71 


libertie which he gave him. by: 


Creation. Thwux we ſee his pru- 


dence, in not reſtraining fin phyſi- 


cally, and withall his gaodne(ſe, in 
curbing it morally. wart 
- LXXY.' 151 

God willeth the death of a 
ſinner, becauſe he foreſaw the 
impenitencie of the ſinner: this 


E 3 15 


| 
| 
| 
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is his conſequent, not his ante- 
cedent will; inthis,his will de- 
pends nor onthe creatures acti- 
ons, but on his own preſcience : 
his will may be poſterior to the 
foreſeen fin of the creature, but 
no wayes depending onthe will 
of the creature. 1» willing the 
death of ſinners, he ſhewes his ju- 

ftice, in willing the death but of 
ſome- ſinners, he ſhewes his good- 


neſſe. 
LXXVI. 
All men may beleeve; onl 
ſome men will beleeve; in all 


there is a poſlibilitie, in ſome - 


only a velleitie : the poſhbili- 
tie to beleeve, is the gift of na- 
ture ; but the will to beleeve,is 
the gift of grace: the one we 

| have 
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have by Creation.the other by 
Regeneration, Lord, what u 
poſiibilitie without will,and nature 
without grace ? As in Generation 
thou gaveſt me 4 reaſonable ſoul, 
that had a capabilitie tobeleeve in 
thee, ſo, in my Regeneration,give 
me a ſandified will, that 1 may 
actually and conſtantly beleeve in 
thee_, | 
LXXVII. 

He that beſtoweth Faith up- 
on ſinners, beſtoweth alſo Sal- 
vation upon repentant ſinners z 
by faith we are brought to re- 
pentance, by repentance we are 
prepared for ſalvation. Lord, if 
thou hadſt not beſtowed faith upon | 
Peter, to beleeve in thee, he had | 
not repented for denying thee ; and || 
; E 4 if | 
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if he had not repented, he had not 
been ſaved : lead me then, by the 


. handof faith,to rhe Fordan of re- 


pentance, that, being waſhed there 
from my ſpots, I may ſee Heaven 
opened with Chriſt, and with him 
injoy thy Spirit, and light of thy 
Conntenance. 

LXXVIII. 

' There is in Gods will both 
a neceſſitie, and a libertie; he 
wills neceſſarily what concerns 
himſelf, he wills freely what 
concerns other things beſides 


- himſelf; he did neceſſarily will 
his own gloric, he did*Freely . 


will and decree my felicitie; 
Lord, thou couldft not but will 
thine own honour and goodneſſe ; 
thou could5t not have _—_ wy 

hap- 
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happineſſe -: the, more. fret -ahow 
wa#t from neceſiitie. in willing ny 
felicitie, the more, amt 1 boundto 
praiſe the glorie of thy mercie. 
- LYXXIX> | 

Gods will hath a two-fold 
conſideration, one as it 15 con- 
cealed, another as it is revealed 
the former hath relation to his 
own ations, the other to ours ; 
what he will doe himfelfe is 
concealed, what he will have us 
doe is revealed : this will is not 
alwayes forcible, the other is 
powerfull and irre{iſtible. Lord, 


| let me follow the direitions of thy 
| revealed will, and not meddle with 


the hid ſecrets of thy concealed 
will, 1 will not be tos forwardto 


' +now what thou hait not revealed, 


Es nor 
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#0r will I be too backward to doe 
what thou haſt commanded. 
| *Þ 4% 4 ; 
God hath decreed to beſtow 


on man firſt grace, then glory : 


to the decree of giving grace, 
preterition is oppoſite; to the 
decree of giving glory, repro- 
bation : no man is debarred 
from glory , but he that was 
firſt deprived of grace, preteri- 
tion then is the antecedent to 
reprobation, and the want of 
grace to the want of glory. 
Thus they whom God doth here ho- 


nour with the ſpirituall crown of. 
grace , ſhall be hereafter graced 


with the eternall crown of honour. 
LXXXI. 


| 


That is a juſt law which is | 


given | 


©. V 
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 givenby him that hath right to 


impoſe it, and impoſed on him 
who hath power to performe 
it: ſuch was the law that God 
gave to Adam 3 the one had 
power to give, the other power 
to keep it, Lord, thy law & juit 
which thou ha#t given to me, be- 
cauſe thou hait power to impoſe it ; 


this law will not be the leſſe juit, if” 


thou wilt afiiit me, and give me 
power to obey it. 
LXXXII. 

As Gods will hath relation 
ro his own actions, it 1s accom- 
panied with omnipotencie; as 
it hath relation to our ations, it 
is. regulated by juſtice: for, 
when he will doe what he hath 
determined, he cannot be refi- 


ſted;. 


| 
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ſed; ſo;when, he will have us 
doe what he hath commanded, 


he cannot be unjuſt: what he | 


himſelf will doe, is beſt known 
to him; what he will have us 
do,is not unknown to us.- Lord, 
as it is thy will, that 1 doe that 
which thou commandeit, wherein 
thou ſhewe#t thy juice , ſo let it be 


thy will to command that, whith by + 


thy help 1 can doe,and therein ſhew 
thy goodneſſe. 
LXXXIII. 
He that oppoſeth Gads re- 
vealed will, which can be refi- 
ſed; deſerveth to be hardned 


by Gods concealed will, which | 


cannot be refiſted : for that 
will of God which is not done 
by him, ſhall be done on _ 

7 L0Ora, 


od 
- 


| 


: 
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Lord, aſs8 me to fallaw "the dixe- 
ion of that will which- is reveal- 


| ed, that 1 may avoid the deſtruct;- 
| on which by that. other will is de- 
| creed; for althoagh, by the ſecret 
| willof thy * pleaſure, thou * Volun- 
| hait determined death for or 


of inate ſinners; yet, 008 + Volun- 


e pleaſure to f thy 7C- tas ſigni. 


| wealedwill, $4. ha#t Propoſed life 
| to penitent ſ7 ners. 


LX XX IHE 
God in his goodneſle made 


| manaveſlell of mercy,Satanin 


malice made him a veſlell of 


| miſerie; therefore God in his 
| juſtice hath made him a veſlell 
| of. his wrath and furie : God 


made the veſſell, which,whilſt 


{ 1t Raid in his hand, remained 


ſounds 
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found, falling from thence, it 
hath received a crack, therfore, | 
by this crack being made un-- | 
ſerviceable, it is rejeted. Loyd, 
the ſubFance of the veſſel is thine, 
the crack is mine, 1 have made 
my ſelf unfit to ſerve thee,therefore 
juitly maiit thou refuſe to honour 


MeL. 
LXXXV. 

God hated Pharaoh, not be- 
cauſe he hardned him, but be- 
cauſe he obſtinately reſiſted | 
God, therefore he hated him, ' 
and conſequently hardned him; ! 


and that not by the force of his 


omnipotencie, but by his pa- 
tience and longanimitie. Zord, 
if I by thy goodneſſe ſhould take or- 


caſion to become ob#tinate in wic- 


kedxeſſe, 


Na > we od * 
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kedneſſe, why maift not thou take 
occaſion by my perwer ſeneſſe, to 0b- 
durate me in my ſins, and to de- 
barre me from grace and happi- 
neſſe ? Therefore, 1 pray thee,keep 
me from obſtinacie, that thy pati- 
ence, by my ſins, may not be turned 
into fury. 


LXXXVI. 


There be two ſorrs of carnall 
men; ſome are carnall in know- 
ledge, ſome in affeQtions : the 
former ſort are children, who 
are fed with milk, and not yet, 
with ſpirituall men , able to 
judge of all things, the other 
{ort are wicked men, who walk 
after the fleſh, not after the ſpi- 
rit, and have not mortified the 


deeds 


have the knowledge of good, 
| | and 
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deeds of the fleſh: now God is 
a Spirit, and will be worſhip- 
d in ſpirit. Lord, remove from 
ne all fleſhly underſtanding, that I 
may conceive thee ſpiritually z, and 
remove from me all carnall aff et1- 
ons, that 1 may love thee ſpiritnal- 
ly. Give me the love of know- 
ledge , that T may attain to the 
knowledge of thy love : Make me 


' by the ſpirit of underſtanding, to 


come to the underſtanding of thy 
Spirit. 
L XXX V EI. 

Goodneſle hath atwo-fold 
reſidence; one in the minde,the 
other in the fleſh: when *'ris 
there, I will good; when 'tis 
here, I doe good : *tis good to 
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| and thar is in the minde; *tis 

good to ſubdue and mortifie 
| {infull luſts; and thar is in the 
fleſh: the former goodneſle is 
ſometimes in wicked men, the 
| other is onely in good men. 
Lord, place in my minde the good- 
neſſe of knowledge, whereby 1 may 
ſee and underſtand thee, and place 
in my. fleſh the goodneſſe of holi- 
neſs, whereby 1 may love and in- 
Joy thee : for what is knowledge 
without goodneſſe, and fight with- 
ont injoyment ? It is by knowledee 
T ſee, it is by love I enjoy. 


LXX XVIII 


| 1. There is inus an inward 
man,; ſo there is an outward. 
| 2. Thereisanew man, ſo there 
wet - 
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is an old man. 3.There is a law 
of the minde., ſo there is alaw 
of the members, and there is a 
law alſo of the ſpirit of life. 
4. Thereis a voluntarie domi- 
nion in {in,and there is an invo- 
luntarie. 5. There is an univer- 
{all tyrannie of fin, and there is 
a particular, 6. There is a rege- 
neration in the minde and will, 
and there is a regeneration 1n 
the members and affections. 
7. There is a complete will, or 
volition;and there is an incom- 


plete will,or velleitie. 8.There | 


ee A a dr A A re nn OT ET TO Ing 
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15 a generall,or confuſed judge- | 


ment; and there is a more par- 
ticular, or diſtin judgement. 
1. The inward man is the 
minde, the outward man is the 

body. 


| 
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body. 2. The new man is 
orace, the old man is finne. 
3. The law of the minde is 
knowledge and conſcience, the 
law of the members is fin, the 
law of the Spirit of life is ſa- 
ving grace. 4. The wicked are 
under the voluntarie, the godly 
under the involuntarie domini- 
on of fin. 5. Originall fin is 
an univerſall tyrant,aRuall ſins 
are particular tyrants. 6. Re- 
generation in the minde and 
will, is knowledge and defire; 
Regeneration in the members, 
is aftion,or working the will of 
God. 7. Volition followes the 
laſt judgement of reaſon, vel- 
leitie followes the antecedent, 
or confuſed judgement. 8. By 
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a generall and confuſed judge- 
_ ment, my will affects the good 
\, which is commanded by Gods 
law; by a particular and di- 
ſtintjudgement,my will affects 
the evil which is condemned 
by Gods Law. Lord,' as I praiſe 
thee for the inward and the out- 
ward man, * ſo will 1 much more 
praiſe thee, if thou wilt ſtrengthen 
in me the new man of grace , and 
weaken the old man of ſin ; * if thou 
wilt give me the law of the ſpirit 
of life, to illuminate the law of the 
minde, and to debilitate the law of 
the members : * Make my ſervice 
of ſin involuntarie, * and though I 
cannot be free from that catholike 
tyrant of originall ſin, yet in thy 
mercy deliver me from the inſo- 
lencie 


4 
p 


good which thou comma 
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lexcie of theſe particular tyrants, 
my attuall ſirines: © And let not 
»y Regeneration be only intelletFu- 


| all, but alſo operative and effeiu- 


all. ? Rettifie and cleere my ſudge- 
ment, that it may dire my will: 
* And make my will * oy the 
et, and 
to: diſ-affett the evil which hos 
condemneit, © 
LXXXIX. 
Though Predeftination, as it 
isana& 'or work of God, can 
nothing be fyrthered or hinde- 
red by our good or wicked 
lives ; yet ſalvation, which 1s 


| the effect of Predeſtination , 
| may be furthered by prayers 
| and holinefle, hindered by our 
| infidelitic and wickednefle: for 


God 
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God who preordained Salvati- 
on, preordained alſo the means 


which may help forward our 
Salvation. Lora, let not the con- 


ceit of my Elettion dull me with ſe- 
curitie, or puffe me up with pre- 


ſumption : but aſsiFt me, that by 
good works I may make my Elect- 
on ſure , and in feare and trem- 
bling I may work out my Salva- 


£100, 
« + 4 
Thereare three books of life, 


the one is Gods Regiſter book, | 


the other is Gods book of Sta- 
tures, the third is his book of 
Records. In the firſt, as in a 
Regiſter, are ſet down all the 
names of the predeſtinate,in the 
ſecond, which is the Scripture, 

| are 


i. > 
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are ſet our all the duties that are 
to be performed by the prede- 
ſtinate; in the third are ſer 
down all the good actions and 
ſufferings of the predeſtinate : 
Out of the firſt we cannot be 
blotred, for our names are writ- 
ten in Heaven, and though an 
carthly mother may forget the 


| fruit of her womb, yet our hea- 


venly Father cannot forget the - 
fruit of his Spirit. Out of the 
third book we may be blotted, . 


| becauſe our finnes may occafi- 


on. him to. forget. our good 
works, and to flight our ſuf- 
frings. Lord, I confeſſe that I 
have flighted thy ſacred Book of 
divine Statutes , therefore thou 
mai#t juftly blot me out of the book 
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of thy remembrance : but« in that 
thou hat not blotted my name out 
of thy firit hook, 1 aſcribe it to = 
immutabilitie; and if thou wil 

zot blot out my patience. and fuf- 
frings ont of thy otber book, \ I will 
admire aud praife thy mercy. * 

CL. 

Though God loves all men, 
yet he fayes not all: men: he 
loyes them, becaufe he made 
them z he: faves them'nor, be- 
cauſe he willed it not : he could 
not-in juſtice will all mens Sal- 
vation, fecing man by his vo- 
luntzry unjuſtice deprived him- 
felf of Salvation ; he loves: his 
own image , | but. hates that 
which defaced . his-image 'he 
loves the man.;but hates the ſins 


and | 
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and if it were not for ſin, he 
would not puniſh man. Lord, 
thy love to man tis unjpeakable, in 
that thou ſave3t ſome z and thy ju- 


| ſtice is unſearchable, in that thou 


ſave#t not all. I cannot blame thy 
juſtice, but my ſins,that cauſed my 
miſerie ;, 1 cannot brag of my me- 
rits, but of thy du that mo- 
wed thee to mercie. 

, XCIL. 

God hates the ſins of man, 
becauſe he loves his own ju- 
ſtice with the love of , 4, 
tcomplacencic;he hates benevolex- 
the miſeries of man, be- 
cauſe he loves mans welfare 
with the love of * ami- « mer 
tie ; but by accident he ricitie. 


be- 
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becauſe he hates the works of 
intquitie. T, has it teas naturall 


for God to hate evil,as it ts to love 


himſelf”, and as impoſable for him 
to love evil, as it ts to hate him- 


felf 
GH: 


Chriſt loved us when we 
were his enemies, and he loves 
us being his friends : when we 
were his foes, he ſuffered death 
for us; being his friends, he 
hath purchaſed life to us : that 
loye was greater then this, if 
we confider the object;this love 
is greater then that; if we conſi- 
der the benefit. © »y God, how 
am I bound to thee, whowhen I was 
thine enemie,didft weare the crown 
of thornes for me 5 and being ps 


| 
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thy friend hail beſtowed a Crown 
of glory on-me : Let not the ſer- 
vant repine to beare the reproaches 
of ſo gracious a maſter, who was 
context to beare the ſins and ſhanse 
of ſo ungracious a ſervant. 
 X CTIIL. 

God did firft will his own 
Slory. 2. Mans exiſtence. 
3. His righteouſnefſe. 4. His 
own Promiſes. 5. The exe- 
cution or accompliſhment of 
them concerning mans happi- 
nefle. \Gods: plory's thepreat 
wheele 'of this clodk', which 
moves 'all the: reſt; the finall 


cauſe, which -moves all other 


cauſes, Hadirot been for his 
glory, Thad neither had being, 
nor well-being z 'he gave mit 
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exiſtence, he made me to his 
1mage, he promiſed me happi- 
neſſe,and he hath performed it, 
tothe end I might glorifie him, 
Shall I then diſhonour thee, O God, 
by whom 1 am what Iam , whenT 
look on my creation, and am by 
grace what I am not by nature, 
when I look on my regeneration ? 

Therefore I will prai Y; the glory - 
# power, for my exiſtence; the 

glory of thy goodneſſe, for my 

righteonſneſſe; the glory of thy 

mercy in promiſing, and the glory 

of thy truth in performing what 

thou haſt naar” 7 though thus I 

have not deſerved. 

XCV. 


=. -- All the.afflitions of Gods 
;} peopleare cither puniſhments, 


cha- 
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chaſtiſements, or probations ; 
puniſhments for ſins paſt, cha- 
ſtiſements to prevent ſinnes to 
come,probations to make triall 
of our Chriſtian vertues : and, 
though Chriſt was puniſhed for 
our finnes, to free us from eter- 
nall torments , yet we are not 
thereby exempted frpm- tem- 
porarie puniſhments :z he died 
to ſavers from death crernall, 
not from death temporall : he 
both ſuffered and ſatisfied ; we 
ſuffer, though we cannot ſatiſ- 
fie: our ſufferings are to ſhew 
our conformitie with Chriſt, 
but not to ſhew any inſufficien- 
cie in the death of-Chriſt. Thos, 
0 Lord, haſt paid a- plenarieran- 
ſome for ſin; and thou that knew- 
F 


3 eſt 
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eſt no ſin, becameſt ſinne, aud did 
fuffer death as a puniſhment pi 
#s, that we who are born in fin 
might be free from ſin, that death 
might not be a puniſhment, but 4 
cha#tiſement to us. 
XxX CVI. 

- As by one ſimple a&t God 
knowes his own Eſſence, ſo by 
one ſimple ache wils his own 
goodnefſe; which will, whe- 
ther we take it for an a& or 
for an habit, is eternally in 
God.and differs but in ſome re- 
ff from his eſſence, and 

erefore is immutable , infi- 
nite, and holy as his Eſſence : 
and though-many things are 
willed by him, yet there is but 
one will in him which can- 

; not 
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not be moved by any efficient 
end, or obje& different from 
himſelf. Lord, though my will 
cannot attain that ſimplicitie, _— 
— aud immutabilitie that 
is in thee : yet let it obtain ſome 
meaſure of holineſſe, that in deſt- 
ring of that only which is good, it 
may in ſome meaſure reſemble 
thine. 
XQCVII. ' 
All have not had the happi- 
neſle to heare of Chriſt, and 
yet there is no happineſle with- 
out Chriſt : in this God is not 
unjuſt, for they who either in 
themſelves, or in their parents 
have rejefted him, are not wor- 
thy of him; beſides, God hath 
not left himſelf without a wit- 
F 4 neſle, F 
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neſfe, for he hath left a lay 
wricten in all mens hearts, and | 
{o much light of his goodneſſe | 
and juſtice as may make all men 
exculcleſle. if therefore they 
ſhall be rejected that had not that 
light of knowledee which we 
have : how can we think we are 
elected, who have even ſpurned at 
the knowledge of that light which 
they have not ? 
X CVIIL. 
Regeneration, which is the 
killing of the old man, and 
quickning of the new, hath for 
her uſhers Sorrow and Contri- 


; tion; forher Attendants Faith 


q 


( 


; and Hope; for her followers 


the works of Charitie : if any 
of theſe be defetive, Genera- 
tion 
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tion will be little effeRive : nei- 
ther is this the work of nature, 


but of grace; for nature by 
generation can give us a mor- 


tall eſſence, but grace by rege- 


neration gives us an immortall 
exiſtence : in our firſt birth we 
had a new nature from our cor- 
porall parents , in our ſecond 
birth, nature is renewed . by our 
ſpirituall parents: So eafie- is 
x & work of phyſicall generati- 
on, that it's performed in the 
inſtant of our conception; ſo 
difficult is the work of hyper- 
phyſicall regeneration, that we 
cannot be conſummately refor- 
med, till the inſtant of our dif. 
ſolution. Lord, the great world 
was with greater facilitie by thee 

F5 created, 
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created, then the little world of 
2141 could by thee be re-created , 
that was done only by uttering thy 
_ —_ this Farm not be 
one, but by the ſuffers of t 
znternall Word - # xr ac 
bonnd to thee for the temporall life, 
which in my generation by thy ſþi- 
rit thou breathedſt in me, much 
more am T hound for that exernall 
life, which, in my regeneration, by 
thy Sonnes death,thou haft purcha- 
fed for me. | 


XCIX. 
In thy fight, O Lord, no fleſh 


_ can bejuſtified, if we conſider 


the puritie of thy nature, the ri- 
gour of thy juſtice, the infirmi- 
tics of our fleſh, and the imper- 
feRions 
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feRions of our righreouſneſſe : 
For the firſt, the Angels are nor 
pure in thy fight, much lefſe we 
who dwell in houſes of clay : 
For the ſecond, if thou ſhouldſt 
marke, Lord , what is done 
amiſſe, who could abide it ? 
For the third, there is no man 
that doth good, no not one,we 
are all gone out of the way: 
For the fourth, the juſteſt man 
falleth ſeven times a day, and 
our righteouſneſs is like a men- 
ſtruous cloath. Therefore we ac- 
knowledge, Lord, there « no righ- | 
war inherent in us, by which | 
we can be ſaved, but that righte- | 
ouſneſſe which is inherent in thee, 
and imputed io us, and by that we 
are] oſoiied s and. there 1s . in thee 
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exuberance of mercies, by which we 
may be pardoned. 


C 


We are juſtified by grace 
formally, by faith. inſtrumen- 
rally, by the word miniſterial- 
ly, by good works demonſtra- 
tively , by ſorrow and repen- 
rance preparatively, by Chriſts 
death and obedience meritori- 


ouſly, and by God himſelf 


_ principally : if then God be the . 


efficient cauſe, if Chriſts active 
and paſſive obedience be the 
materiall, if grace be rhe for- 
mall, if Gods glory be the fi- 
nall cauſe of our juſtification z 
how can we claime. any ſhare 
init? Weareonly ſubjes and 
parients, 
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patients, no wayes agents ; our 
good works are bur fruits and 
effects , no wayes cauſes, our 
ſorrow and repentance are ef- 
fects of preventing grace,not of 
free-will; our faith is from 
above, not from our ſelves. 
Therefore, O Lord, I diſclaime all 
merit of congruitie and condignt- 
tie, all efficacie of Sacraments, all 


ſuffrages of Saints, all power of Ro- 


mane Prelates, all abſolution of 
Prieſts, all obſervation of humane 
tradition and all will-wor wp.fow 
my, uſtfication. 1 acknowledge 
0 other merits but thy mercies 
by thy grace thou preventedſt my 
merits, my merits are thy ſuf- 
frinzs , my holineſſe is thy good- 
tv . 5 my righteouſneſſe 1s but 4 
ſparkle 
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arkle of thy brightneſſe, a drop 
ores Ocean, 4 grain of that heap, 
a ſtone of that immenſe monutain 


of thy incomprehenſible goodneſſe ;, 


for which T1 am indebted to thee, 
not thou to me : Therefore,not un- 
t0 15, O Lord, not unto us, but to 
thy Name we give the glory. 
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DIVINE 
MEDITATIONS 
UPON 


Gods Juſtice. 


I. 

>®OD will not pardon 
IRere any fin, except we re- 
'SE# pent of every fin; for 
aS he that breaks one com- 
mand, is guwltie of the breach 
of all; ſo he that faileth in re- 
penting of one fin, repenteth of 
never a fin. God loves not to 
doe things by -halves, hewill | 
pardon all, or none; and he 

will have us repent of all, or 
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none: for,as it ſtands not with 
his goodnefle and perfeRion to 
give an imperfect pardon, fo it 
conſiſteth not with the finceri- 
tie of repentance, to conceale 
any fin not repented : as he 
cjeced ſevendivels out of one, 
and a legion out of another, 
without leaving any behinde 
inthe poſſeſſed; fo he will have 
us caſt out all our ſinnes, with- 
out hiding of any unrepented. 
What availes it to be freed 
from Satans power in caſting 
us into the water of drunken- 
neſle, if he can, when he plea- 
ſeth, fling us into the fire of 
concupiſcence 2 0 thou that art 
the great Phyſician of my ſoul, 
to thee 1 open all my wounds, and 


diſcloſe 
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diſcloſe all my maladies: make me, 
by the vomit of confeſſion, to caſt 
ug all my ſinfull humours before 


' thee, that by the cordiall of a gene- 
' rall pardon,my ſoule may be cured, 


and totally ſaved by thee, 
Ih. 
So ſeyere is the great Judge 


; of the quick and the dead, that 


when he ſhall come to judge 
the world in righteouſneſſe, at 
his preſence the powers of 


{ Heaven ſhall ſhake, the ele- 
' ments ſhall melt, the ſtarres 


” » nts ef > eo 


ſhall fall, the ſun ſhall be dark- 
ned, the ſea ſhall roare, and the 
moone ſhall give no light, yea, 
the heavens ſhall be rolled u 

like a ſcrole, and ſhall paſſe 


' away with a noiſe. Lord, if the 


righteous 
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righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, 


where ſhall ſinners appeare ? If 


there be no puritie in the Angels, 


L4 


o 


vor ftabilitie in the heavens, nor | 


holineſſe in thy Saints, what ſhall 
become of me, who am ſold under 
ſin,and drinks in iniquitie as wa- 
ter ? But my comfort ts, that thou 
hait committed all judgement to 
thy Son, who died for ſinners. 
Shall I feare to be judged by 4 bro- 
ther , or appear before a Saviour? 
He that left Heaven to ſuffer death 
for me, will he after death ſhut 
Heaven againſt me 2 I will not 
feare from that mouth the ſentence 
of condemnation, which by prayer 
hath been the meanes of mediation 
between God and me. Surly, he 
that came to ſeek that which bo 
ot, 
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lo#t, will not looſe that, which he 


 cametoſeek, 


IIL 
Such is the ſeveritie of Gods 


| Juſtice, that he will not exempr 
' his own children from tempo- .. 
| rarte puniſhments, though he 


died for them : 1. Becauſe, like 


; gold, they muſt ſhine in the 
{ furnace of affliction. 2.) That 
| they may not bedamned with . 


the world. 3. Thar they may 


| be the better fitted for Heaven; 
| for they muft be baptized in 
| this red ſea, before they can ob- 
| tainthar heavenly Canaan; and 


through the temple of Vertue 
muſt paſle into the temple of 
Honour, 4. That the wicked 
may have lefle cauſe to com- 
plain 
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plain when they ſee Gods own ; 


Sonnes not ſpared. 5. That by 
chaſtiſements ſin may be ſup- 


preſſed, as Pauls pride by an | 


Angel of Satan was buffetted. 
6. That the Patience, Faith,and 
Obedience of the Saints might 
be. manifeſted and exerciſed 
that the metall of their vertues 
may not, for want of exerciſe, 
be ruſted. 7. That in ſome ſort 
rhey might be made conforma- 


ble to Chriſt their Maſter for, | 


if he ſuffered for ſin, that knew 
not (in, ſhall we eſcape puniſh- 


ment, that are born, live, and 
die in fin? Shall the head be 


wounded with thornes,and the. 


members {ſleep in beds of 


Roſes ? 8. That others by their * 


CX- 
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by | example may be animated to 
p- | run with patience the race 
an | which is ſet before them. 
4, | 9+ That Gods love to them 
iq | may be teſtified, for he paſſeth 
+ | by baſtards, and corrects thoſe 
1. | whom heloves. Lord, with all 
_ | reverence 1 kiſſe thy rod, byit I 
am bettered, thy flail doth not 


e, | 


> | break me, but ſeparates the chaffe 
- from me ;, thy fire purifieth , £ 


| conſumeth me not z, in thy morter, 
the more that the = of my wver- 
tues are bruiſed, the more they are 
4 | made fragrant : My ſpirituall 
Camomell by thy treading i not 
ſpoiled, but made more redolent : 
f | 72 thy Preſſe, though, like grapes, 
r | T am ſqueezed, yet the pretious 
_ | liquor of my vertues are not ft 


ut 


113 Dzwvene Meditations 


but increaſed , the more that the 
ſtormes of afflictions beat upon me, 
fo much the more, like a ſtrong Ce- 
dar, let my roots be faitned in thee, 
the darker the night us, I will, like 
a ſtar faitntd in thy firmament, 
ſhine the cleerer ; and the more 
burthen thou layeft upon me, with 
the Palme, I will rife the higher. 
T acknowledge, Lord,thy evodneſſe, 
in that wg haft not ww the 
Ark of my ſoul in the flood of af- 
Aidtions, but haſt —_ # Ab 
then the higheſt mountaines + Thy 
rod hath fmeetned my bitter wi- 
rers ; and thy ſalt hath preſervell 
me from rottenneſſe. 
TITIL. 


Such is the ſeveritie of Gods | 
Juſtice, that fome mens tempo- | 
rarie þ 
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! rarie ſinnes are puniſhed with 
; eternall paines ; becauſe the 
| perſon offended is eternall, the 


happinefſe which they loſt 1s 
eternall, their deſire ro-finne 1s 


! eternall, the malice of Satan in 
, | tormenting men is eternall, the 


Juſtice of God is immutable, 
the fire of hell is inexringuiſh- 
able, the repentance of wicked 
men in hell is impoſſible , the 
wrath of God without Chriſt 
is implacable. Lord, make me 
ſeriouſly to meditate 'upon theſe 
infernall paines, which for aterbi+ 
tie are unſpeakable, for varietie in- 
numerable, for permanencie inter- 
minable , that 1 may not ray the 


| hazzard of ſuffring endleſſe'tor- 
| ments, for the injoyment uf a few, 


ort., 
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[hort ,and fruitleſſe vanities : make 
me to prevent thy wrath by timely 
repentance, that 1 may,before I goe 
hence, obtain thy favour and in- 
dulgence_-. : 


Y. 

As God in his Juſtice ſuffers 
his Children to lye: under the 
rod of correction, and adyerſi- 
tie; ſo doth he permit wicked 
men to flouriſh with all out- 
ward proſperitic. Lazarus 
ſtarves, whilſt the rich Glutton 
ſurfets : whilſt Foſeph is a pri- 
ſoner, his brethren are at liber- 
tie z and. whilſt Belſhazzar is 
teaſting , Gods people are in 
captivitic. This God is pleaſed 
to ſuffer: 1. That his goodneſs 
may appeare, which m_ 

is 
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his ſunto ſhineupon the good 
and bad. 2. To make the wic- 
ked inexculable, who have not 
wanted the bait of outward 
bleflings to bring them to- 
coodnefle. 3. That we may 
know worldly proſperities to 
be none of Gods choiceſt bleſ- 
ſings, ſeeing bad men injoy 
them ; and outward adverſi- 
ties to be none of his chiefeſt 
judgements, ſeeing good men 
are annoyed by them. 4. That 
the wicked may not complain 
for wanting the reward of their 
good ations; verily they have 
received their reward here: lef 
them be content with their 
temporarie bleſſings, that. is all 
the reward they ſhall have; ler 

G rhem 


= 7 1*24-. + eg 


122 Drvine Meditations 
them take then that which is 
their own, and goe their way. 
5. The more outward proſpe- 
ritie is heaped on them, the 
greater judgements are Prepa- 
red for them. 6. It ſtands with 
Gods Juſtice,that theſe tempo- 
rall vanities which they pre- 
ferre to life cternall, ſhould be 
the occaſion of their ſtumbling 
and downfall. 7, Here is th 
comfort of Gods Children, 


ly bleffings on his Friends: 1 
the few good ations of wicked 
men. are here ſb plenrifully re: 
warded, Guuely the many ſuffe 

ring! 
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rings of good men cannot be 
forgot and obliterated. O my 


God, as thy ontward bleſiines, 
which are bu temporall, content 
not my defires, which are immor- 
tall , neither am I aſſured by them 
that thou loveft me , ſeeing thou 
beftoweſt them on ſuch as hate 
thee : therefore, Lora, conferve on 


ing| whom thou wilt wealth and ho- 


non ;-that which T deſire of thee, 
is thy love and favour. 
VI 
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It ſtands with Gods Juſtice 
ro ſuffer us to fall into divers 


yven- doubts and tentations , when 
we arepuffed up with pride and 
| conceit of our own excedllen- 
cies; he will by fuch meanes 
humble 'us,that we may fee our 
own 


IG 
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own infirmities ; he will ſuffer 


us, with Peter, to ſink intheſe 
waters,that with him we may 


flie to our Maſter Jeſus : the | 


cl of Saran is permitted to 


buffet us , that we may, with | 


Pasl,pray to him whoſegrace is 


{ufficient for us: God himſelf | 


in theſe tentations wreſtles 
with us, as the Angel did with 
Facob; but we muſt not deſpaire 
though we halt : he that ſtrives 
with us all the night, will give 
us a bleſſing in the morning ; 
and he that commanded Abra- 
bam to ſacrifice his only ſon, 
will ſend an Angel to Abrahar: 
ro reſcue his ſon, though Sa- 
ran ſeek to winnow us, yet we 


Saviour 


have a ſupporter of our faith, a | 


a 
| 
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Saviour who prayes to his Fa- 


ther for us. Feare not drown- 
! ing, though theſe billowes of 
| -tentations ſhake our ſhip, ſo 


long as we have Chriſt with us 
in the ſhip, though our tentatt- 
ons are unpleafing , (for a 
wounded ſpirit who can bear?) 
though all rhe waves and 
ſtormes of the Almightie goe 
over our head , though from 
our youth up we ſuffer his ter- 
rours with a troubled minde, 
though he give us vinegar and 


{ gallro drink , and feed us with 


the bread of teares : in a word, 


though he would lay us, yer, 


| with Fob,letus truſt in him he 


will lay no more on us then we 


! can bearez he can make the 


G 3 ſange 
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. -can ſweeten our corrupted 


by them recover our ſpiritual 
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fame rod that beats us, ſupport 
and comfort us; and though | 
the vinegar which he pores ! 
into our wounds be ſharp, yer 
he will temper it with otle : he 


potage with meale, as well as | 
our corrupted waters with falt. 
What though the gall of tenta- 
tions be bitter; what though 
the ſpitle and clay of afflitions 
be unpleaſant, fo long as he can 


eyc-ſight, which -we by pride 
have loſt « Give the Phyfician 
leave to lance-and ſcarifie, ſo 
long as by ſuch meanes he can 
cure thee of = maladie. O | 

eat Phyſician of my ſoul, I will 
os _ ſwallow Fi. _ 
| Aloes 
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Aloes of affliftions , if by them 
thou canit purge out the rank. ha- 


mours of my ſickly affetFions.: If 1 
cannot obtain the Crown, but by 


fiehting in this bloudie fields if I 
cannot attain the haven of Heaven, 


but by ſailing through this ſtormie 


ea, be thou mey Pilot to conduc? me, 


my Captain to lead me , aud my 
King to reward me, or rather thy 
own worke in me. O my God, af 
theſe waters of tentation dee at any 
time over-flow their banks, like 
Fordan , let the preſence of the 
true Ark. of the Covenant drive | 
back theſe waters, that F may paſſe | 
ſafely through them to the land of 

eternitie : let the rod of thy paſii- | 
ons divide thts red fea of tribulati- | 
015, and let the long robe of thy | 
G 4 righ* | 
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_—_— ſneſſe, which farre exceeds 
Elijah's mantle in wrtue and 
largeneſſe, make me a way through 
this Fordan, to the Kingdome of 
true happineſſe. 

VII. 

1. God in his ſevere Juſtice 
doth often puniſh a multitude 
for the ſinnes of one man ; one 
Achan offends, and all the hoſt 


of Iſrael ſuffers. 2. Oftentimes | 


he puniſherh the children for 
the parents, to the third and 
fourth generation. 3. Some- 
timgs he puniſheth the good 
for the finnes of the bad ; Mor- 
decai, Daniel , and the three 
Children are puniſhed with 
captivitie, for the Jewes rebel- 
lion and iniquitie. 4. Often- 
times 
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earth with the beaſts are de- 
ſtroyed. In this God is not un- 


juſt, though his judgements |, 


be occult: for.if the Chirurgi- 


* oncan ſtrike the arme for the 


infirmitie of the head , why 
may not God puniſh one for 


| the offence of another, if by 


puniſhing the one, he can cure 
the other * 1.It was no injuſtice 
in God to puniſh a multitude 
for the ſin of Achan, becauſe 
the multitude was guiltie of 
other finnes, though not of the 
ſinne of Achan. 2. It isno in- 
juſtice in God to puniſh chil- 


! dren for the ſin of their parents, 


G5 | be. 


times for mans tranſgreſſions, 
! he deſtroyes the dumb crea- 
! tures; Man finned, and the 


 _ 
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becauſe they are parts of their 


parents. 3. Neither is it inju- 
ſtice in God to puniſh the 


- good, for the offences of the 
- wicked, becauſe no man is ſo 
- good, that can ſay, he is no 


wayes wicked. 4. It is no in- 
juſtice in God to puniſh the 
creatures for mans tranſereſh- 


. on, ſeeing it was Gods good- 


neſle to make the creatures for 
mans nſe and recreation: thus, 
as God can juſtly puniſh a 


"whole nation for the finnes of 


a wicked Prince,ſo as juſtly can 
God puniſh a good Prince for 
the ſinnes of a wicked nation. 
0 Lord, if harmeleſſe Infants, who 
have not ſinned but in their pa- 


rents, are not exempted from thy 


Jastice; 
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Ju#ice, how ſhall I,whoto the ſtock 
of my parents finnes have added 


ſuch an increaſe of attuall tranfe 


efrons, think to eſcape ? And 1 
gran m_ Pbick rat. 
not ſin, are puniſhed for mine ini- 
quitie, doe not I deſerve to be pu- 
niſhed both for mine own ſins, and 
for ſubjefting the creature unto 
vanity® 

VIII. 

Gods Juſtice appeares in pu- 
niſhing the wicked, in releeving 
the oppreſſed, in pR_—_ the 
bribes of rich men, in refuſing 
to accept the perſons of any 
men, in pronouncing juſt judge- 
ment, and putting the ſame in 
execution towards all men; and 
in tempering his juſtice with 
mercy 


| 


| 
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mercy towardsthe moſt wicked 
men : He drowned the firſt 
world for their abominations : 
he relieved the Iſraclites from 
their oppreſfſions: he ſpared not 
kings -and rich men for their 
wealth and greatneſſe , and yet 
in ſparing ſome, when he 
drowned the world, he ſhewed 
his mercy and goodneſle, 0 thou 
righteous Fudge of the world, look 
with the eye of: Fuſtice upon the op- 
preſſions of thy "ome and re- 
move them; and with that ſame 
eye of Juſtice look on her oppreſvors, 
and deftroy them : but yet with the 
other eye of mercy look upon ſuch of 
ber per ſecutors as thou wilt ſave, 
| ls time reclaime them. 
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FS there is in God 
d no paſhon, ſo con- 
F ſcequently no com- 
 paſſhon; yet he. is 


- 


cauſe there is in him a prompti- 
rude to help thoſe that are in 
miſerie: This mercy he extends 


not only to the good that love | 
him , but alſo to the bad thar |: 
hate hin: T. That they who |: 

are |. 


Lo 
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truly the God of Mercie, be- | 
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are bad by their own perverſc- 
neſſe,may be made good by his 
love and kindneſſe. 2. As no 
man is ſo bad, in whom there 
is not ſome goodnefſe; and no 
man ſo good, in whom there is 
not ſome wickedneſſe : ſo God 
is not ſo unjuſt, as to ſuffer the 
one to goe unpuniſhed; nor is 
he ſo mercilefle, as to ſuffer the 
other to goe unrewarded, 
2. As he ſheweth mercicto the 
bad, and to thoſe by whom he 
is hated; he will teach us, by 
his example, how to carrie our 
ſelves to thoſe by whom we 


areperſecuted. He healed the 


eare of him that came to appre- 
hend him; he forgave Peter 


'that denyed him; he made 


Paul 


upon Gods Mercie. 135 


Paul a veſlell of mercy, though 

he perſecuted him; he prayed 
for thoſe that crucified him; 
and he died for thoſe ſheep that 
went aſtray from him : he 
cauſeth his ſun to ſhine upon 
the good and bad; his rain to 
fall upon the juſt and unjuſt, 
O my God, 1 acknowledge thy 
goodneſſe and mercie towards me 
a wretched ſinner , who am ſold 
wnder ſin, and laden with iniqui- 
tie : O let this thy goodneſſe be a 
forcible meanes to reclaime me 
from the courſe of ſinne, that I 
may henceforth walk before thee in 
truth, in righteouſneſſe, and in ſin- 


ceritie_. 


IL A 


— ot Wt PL. 
ns. 
w Paws. won 2 rs; ny 
PIT ms 7 gs <4 


136 Divine Meditations 
IT. 
A greatargument of Gods 


| 1,000 mercie is his 


orbearance and longanimitie: 
he ſtretcherh out his hands all 
day long to a rebellious gene- 
ration. Why will you die, O 
houſe. of Ifracl 2 As I live, 
ſaith the Lord, I will not the 
death of a finner. Many mira- 
cles did he work to turn Phara- 
ohs heart: fix{core yeares did 
he ſpend to bring the firſt 
world to repentance: many 
Prophets did he ſend. before he 
would deſtroy the Jewes; he 
would have healed Babylon, 
but ſhe would not be healed ; 
he would have gathered Jeru- 
ſalem, 
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falem,as the hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, bur 
ſhe would not be gathered: 
How loath was he to cut down 
the fig-tree,though fruitleſſe 2 
how loath was he to deſtroy 
his Vineyard, though grape- 
leſſe ? how loath to overthrow 
the Jewes, though graceleſle 2 
O Lord, I ronfeſſs that thy for- 
bearance in puniſhing me ſo great 
a ſinner, proceeds not from any 
liking thou take# in my ſinning , 
for thou art mo#t good : nor for 
any neglett in correffing , for 
thowart mo#t juit : nor for any 
ignorance that cap be inthee, for 
thou art omniſcient : nor for any 
impotencie that can befall thee, for 
thois art omnipotent ; but onely 

out 
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out of thy goodneſſe and mercie 
towards me, mho delighteſt not in 
any mans deftruition, but patiently 
waite#+ for the ſinners converſion. 
Lord, 1 am more bound to thee for 
tby long forbearance, then the An- 
gels, who ſinned in Heaven, and 
Adam #in Paradiſe : they had no 
ſooner offended thee, but they were 
rejefted by thee, 1 have ofien- 
times ſinned, and yet 1 am ſpared. 
O let me not abuſe thy longanimi- 
tie by preſumption , but let it 
work in me atrue and ſpeedte con- 
verſion, 


ITT. 


God ſheweth his great mer- 
cie towards us, in uſing ſo many 


-meanes to call us: when we 


arc 
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are wearie, he bids us come to 
him, and he will eaſe us; when 
we are thirſtie, he bids us come 
and drink, that with theſe wa- 
ters of life he may refreſh us ; 
when we are hungrie, he bids 
us come and cat, for with his 
own body he will feed us; 
when we have fought, and got 
the vidorie, he will bid us 
come to receive the Crown of 
glorie, which he hath laid up 
for us. He calls us by his Spirit 
— and by his Word 
outwardly : Every good moti- 


on 1s a call, and an inward | 


knocking : every Preacher is a 
Meſlenger, every Sermon is a 
Summons, every Scripture 1s 4 


Love-letter, by which he in- | 
| vites | 
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vites and calls us. Beſides, eve- 
ry benefit that we receive from 
him, isa Meflenger to invite his 
to him : every morning the ſun 
riſeth, not onely to give us 


Jighr, but to invite us unto him 


who 1s the fountain of light: 
every night the moon or ſtars 
appeare, not only to leſſen the 
darkneſle of the aire. but alſo to 
drive away the darknefle of the 
minde; to call us both out of 
corporall and ſpirituall obſcu- 
ritie; Every drop of rain, eve- 
ry flower in the field, every 
eare of corne , every grape in 
thy Vineyard,every increaſe of 
thy flock, every addition to thy 


Rock, are ſo many trumpetters 


of Gods mercie, to ſtirre up 
and 
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and call thee. Again, every 
croſle and affliftion he layes 
upon us, whether ſickneſſc,po- 
vertie, baniſhment, impriſon- 
ment, or infamie, are ſo many 
Heraulds ſent to ſummon and 
call us. Beſides all theſe , the 
horrourof hell-darkneſs,which 
ſhall never be illightened, of 
that fire, which ſhall never be 
extinguiſhed ; of that thirſt, 
which ſhall never be quenched; 
of that worm, that ſhall never 
be conſumed ; of that weep 
and' gnaſhing of teeth, whic 
ſhall never be ended; are pro- 
poſed to us as ſo many ſad Ap- 
aritors to ſummon us : Bur, 
ſtly, if none of theſe will pre- 
vaile with us, then the yes 
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of Heaven are painted out unto 
us; the light that knowes no 
darkneſſe, the joy that knowes | 
no forrow, the life that knowes 
no death, the comfort of Gods 
countenance, the beautie-of the 
new Jeruſalem , the ſocietie of 
holy Angels, the companie of 
Chriſt, and of all the bleſſed 
Soules; the rivers of delight, 
fulneſle of joy, and pleaſures 
= evermore. - 0 = _ w0n- 
derfull ts thy goodneſſe, which thou 
ha# Bends me, 1n proferins ſo 
many baites to catch '\und draw 
me out of the turbulent fea of this 
world, unto the ſhore of eternall 
huppintſſe ! But Thave not obeyed 
thy otward invitations, nor 7n- 
ward motions : T have not taken 
notice 
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notice of thy benefits, nor of thy 
cha#iſements ; not of thy threat- 
nings, nor of thy promiſes. Lord, 
I am ſo backward, thou nut not 
only call me, but compeli me , thou 
mmuit not only warne me,, but thou 
mmuit draw me, and then I will 
cheerfully run after thee. 


ITIL. 


Themercy of God appeares 
alſo in this, that, after our re- 
lapſes, he is ready to receive us: 
his ' mercies are [thoſe - ſyyeet 
oyntinents, 'which make rhe 
Virgins follow him. He came 
to-call finners ro'repentance, to 


fave that which was loſt : he «. 


rejeed"not that finfull' Mary 
Maegdalewe, nor Matthew though 
a Pu 
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a Publican;nor the Canaanitiſh 
woman,though a dog 3 nor the 
Thief upon the Crofle, nor Pe- 
ter that denied him, nor the 
Jewes that crucified him , nor. 


Paul that perſecuted him : that | 


loving Father in the Goſpel 
did not receive his prodigall 
Son when he returned, nor the 
ſhepherd that ſheep which 
went aſtray, nor the woman 
her groat which ſhe had loſt, 
with ſo much joy and glad- 
neſle, as he will us, if we return 
to him by repentance. 0 Lord, 
1 have gone aitray,like a toſt (oops 
from thee, I have, like a Proaj- 
gall , ſpent that patrimonie of 

ace which thou gaveit me ; I 

ave gone a whoring after this 
Vain 
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vain world , and have forſaken 
thee : O thou that art a carefull |: 
Shepherd, a pitifull Father, a lo- 
ving Husband, rejeit not thy loft *' 
ſheep, thy prodigall ſonne, thy diſ- | 
| loyall wife. Shall 1 diſpaire to \ 
come unto thee , whoſe armes are 
ſtretched out on the croſſe toem- *© 
brace me , whoſe head bendeth \ 
downward to kiſſe me, whoſe heart ' 
is opened to receive aud entertain | 
mew? 
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Vc : : 
Gods mercie is to be confi- 
> | dered, eitheras ir isin him, or '" 
> | as itis from-him: as it is. in 

him, iris his at or habir, as it ' 
is from him, jitis his effe& : as ir 
51m him,itis immutableg as it 


is from him, ir is changeable : 
H as 
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_ it 6:fromhim, it is voluntarie 
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3s it js in him. it is neceſlarie ; as 


(tor he will have mercie on 
whom he will:)as it isin him, 
* Arey. It 1s his * power; as it 

' 4 from him, art is his 
i £/2242-+ operation: 2s it 16:48 
God. itis Gad ; for nothing is 
ecernall except God, but bis 
mercy is eternall, from genera- 
tionto-generation,ſaith' Devid: 
it is not lawfull to truſt inany, 
but in God, yet David truſteth 
ia Gods mercy ;: donbtleſle 
cherrhis mercy ishimſelf: 9nd, 
being it is ſo, ins raerey and: jal- 
Rice are all one; thoughthed&f- 
feas of his juſtice and; mercy 
aredifferent. Zard,.as thy jyeſwet 
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mercy manifeſted in ſparing thew.s 
as thy juſtice was unſpeakeable in 
puniſhing thy Son far my ſin, (0.6 
thy mercy incomprehenſible in patr 
doning my ſin by the puniſhing af 
thy Son. 4 

VI. * 


As:Chriſts aRive and, paſhve 
obedience is the meritorious 
cauſe, '{o is Gods free _—_ 
and grace the impulſive caule 
of our Juſtification and Salyati- 
on: And. although .God: was 
bound-injuſtice-to pardon our 
tranſprefiſions, having received 
full ſueisfation by hits Sonnes 
death and mediation, yet was 
he notbound injuſticero-ſend 
his -Son into the world. or to 
make him an artonement- for 
H 2 our 


 thatt 
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our prevarications: to ſend a. 
Mediatour, who, by his obedi- 
ence, might make ſatisfaQion , 
and con —_—— us, was 
an a& of his grace and 
mercie, to which he was not 
tied ; but having ſent a Media- 
tour, who, by his obedience, 
hath made farisfaction, it is an 
aR of juſtice now to ſave us, 
and to this he is neceſſarily.tied, 
O my God, how much am I bound 
4 love and honour - =_ hat 

ound thy ſelfe tojuitifie and fave 
me ? hes as thou hait di- 
wefted thy ſelf of thine own bi- 
bertie in condenming me, and ha#k 
freely ſubjected thy ſelf 10 necery; 
mighte#t ſave me; ſo de- 
berre me from all libertie in offen- 
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ding thee, and impoſe on me this 
peceſiitie, that all my dayes I may 
love and ſerve thee. 


VII. 


To ſhew mercy, and to par- 
don f1n.,are not of cquall extents 
for God ſhewes mercy to all 
that are in miſerie, but he only 
pardons their finnes whom he 
meanes to glorifie : he is mer- 
cifull to the wicked, in cauſing 
his ſun to ſhine, and his rain to 
fall, and in beſtowing of many 
outward bleſſings "=. Saks bur 


he pardoneth only the fins of 
them, who by repentance turn 
from ſinne to him, and by faith 
lay holdon Chriſt that died for 
them. And, alrhough God be 
H 3 mercy 
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mercy it ſelf,or mercifull in the 
higheſt degree; yet, without ſa- 


 tisfaction, he will not pardon 


iniquitie ; becauſe pardoning is 
an a& rather of his free will, 
then of his mercy : neither is it 
eſſentiall to his mercy to par- 
don, for ſo he ſhould pardon 
all to whom he is mercifull ; 
which is nor true: and though 
he is mercifull to all thoſe 
whom he pardoneth, yet the a 
of pardoning is not mercy, but 
the effe&t of mercy: for his 
mercie is effentiall, tmmutable, 
neceſſarie; but to pardon is a 
free and mutableaR: therefore, 
as Gods juftice is not prejudi- 
ced by puniſhing one for rhe 


finnes of another, ſeeing that 
other 
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other undertook voluntarily to 
_ puniſhment ; ors is 
Gods mercy wronged by par- 
donm rs. fin fie whicts ſl 
tisfaftion is made, becauſe the 
fatisfaftion was not made by 
the party that offended : it was 
juſtice then in God ro puniſh 
Chriſt for our finnes, becauſe 
yoluntarily he took upon him 
our ſinnes'; ſo it was mercy it - 
God to pardonthart finne, for 
which Chriſt had fully fatiſ- | 
fied. It was juſtice in God the 
Son, having become our ſurety, 


. to: ſatisfie for us ; ſo it was | 


mercy in God the Father to | 
apply and impure his Sonnes | 
fatrsfaRtion to. us. I confeſſe, 
Lord, that though thow art bound 

4 1 
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in juitice to pardon my ſinne, for 
which thou 6. fully aiked, - 
thou art not bound in juſtice to in- 
pnute that ſatisfattion, or to account 
it mine ;, ſeeing by my perſonall 
righteouſneſſe thou ha#t not been 
ſatisfied. 1 will admire thy juitice 
in  paniſivng thy Soxne far the ſins 
which by him were not committed, 
and I will magnifie thy mercie in 
forgiving my ſinnes, for which 1 
have no wayes ſatisfied. 


| VIII. 
The higheſt degree of Gods 


1h 4: | mercy was in ſending of his 


* only begotten Sonne into the 


world, to be our Jeſus, to pro- 
cure Salvation for us ; which 
he did, not by ſhewing us the 

way 
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way of Salvation onely, or by 
declaring his Fathers v7ill unto 
us,or by ſhewing us the exam- 
ple of his life and death; but by 
paying the price of our Redem- 
ption : for weare reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, 
Rom.5.10. weare redeemed by 
the precious bloud of that im- - 
maculate Lamb, 1 Pet.1.18. his 
bloud was given for the remif- 
fion of ſins, Matth.26.28.we are 
juſtified by his bloud, Roxe.5.8. 
he was made a curſe, to free us 
from the curſe of the law, Gal. 
.13. by his death he hath abo- 
[ihed death,8c. Heb. 2.14. the 
Son of man came to give his 
life for the Redemption of ma- 
ny,Mat.20.28. his bloud _ 
ct 
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eth us fromall fin, rFoh.1.7.by 

his ſtripes we are healed, 1ſa;. 

53.5. he made himſclfe a ſacri- 

fice for ſin,7/ai.5 3.10.therefore 
it is by his bloud, by his facri- 

fice,by his death, by his ſtripes, 
thar we are ſaved, expiared, ju- 

ſtified, redeemed,cleanfed, hea- 

led: and it was for our finnes 
that he ſuffered, Rom. 4. 25. for 
our iniquities that he was brut- 

fed, I/a1.5 3.5.our tranfgrefhons 
he boxe in his body onthe tree; 
and upon him was laid the mi- 

quitie of us all, Iſai. 5 3.7. net- 
ther did he undertake this 
wretched condition. for us for- 
cedly, bur freely y nor was the 
deat ——_ but crernall im 
the intention, and greatnefſc - 
the 
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the torments 3 neither was | 


Chriſts death a bare manifeſta- | 

tion, but a juft price of our Re- | 

demption : for in him we have 

Redemption by his bloud, re- 
miſſion of fins,8&c.Eph.1.5. we | 

are redeemed by the precious 
bloud of that - namaculate 
Lamb Chriſt Jefus, 1 Pet.1.18. 
which was repreſented by the 
Leviticall facrifices, fave onely 
that the Leviticall Prieſt offe- 
red for his own finnes, and for 
the ſinties of the people; bur 
Chriſt had no ſins of his own 
for which he ſhould offer : And 
as the Prieſts office was to of- 
fer ſacrifice, and to make inter- 
ceſſton , Chriſt performed the 
one upont the Crofle, when BY 
| is 
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his death he made ſatisfaCtion, 
and blotted out the hand-wri- 
ting of Ordinances; but the 
other, Chrift performes in Hea- 
ven, interceding for us, and ap- 
plying his death -unto us ; for 
we have an Adyocate with the 
Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righte- 
ous, 1F0h.2.1.whoſe Interceſſi- 
on muſt not be confounded 
with his oblation, becauſe this 
was once performed, and can- 
not be iterated, for he cannot 
die often, Heb.g. 25. and with 
one oblation he hath conſecra- 
ted for ever thoſe that are ſan- 
Qified, Heb,10.14.but his Inter- 
ceſſion is performed daily, for 
he js entered into Heaven, that 
he might appeare in the light be 
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God for us,Heb.9.24.by vertue 
of whoſe propiriatorie ſacrifice 
weare not taught the way to 
offer and reconcile. our ſelves 
to God, but by him weare re- 
conciled, redeemed, juſtified, ſa- 
ved. O my God, who i able tocom- 
prehend the height depth, breadth, 
and length of thy unſpeakable mer - 
cy ? In height it reacheth to the 
heavens in confirming the Angels, 
in depth it reacheth to hell, for thou 
deliveredi# David from the ne- 
thermo#t hell ; in breadth it ex=- 
zends from Eaft to Weſt, over all 

the world,even over all thy works, 
and the length thereof is from ge- 
aeration to generation : Therefore 
there is none of thy Attributes (0 
gracious and admirable as thy 
mercyy 
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mercy: for, as there i nothing 
greater in thee, then that thou 
can#t, fo there s nothing bet- 
ter then that thou wilt have 
mercy on thoſe that are 
in miſery. 
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